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NOTWITHSTANDING the utmoſt care has been - 
taken to render this little performance as accurate 
as poffible, yet a few literal errors, have through the 
hurry of the Printer, eſcaped notice, particular in the 
Preface, by omitting two or three words: Theſe over- 
fights, and being too brief in the abſtract from Mr. 
RoGERs's Notes on ſome particular Articles, viz. 
Xth, XIIth, and XVIIkth, has excited the remarks of a 
very ſevere Critick, a Goſpel Miniſter, who never- 
theleſs moſt generouſly acknowledges that the whole 
of this performance, appears, ſays he, to be drawn 
<© up and publiſhed, with an exceeding good deſign : 
<< And that, (notwithſtanding its defeQiveneſs) it 


contains many valuable paſſages, and may be not all- 
together unuſeful.“ 


* * Several of theſe literal errors the Editor has 

corrected with his pen, and others with more accuracy. 
_ Alſo an appendex to ſupply the deficientey above 
noticed, with ſome other additions, will be ſpeedy 
added, which may be had fingly, 


* 
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TO THE 


JAN attempts having been made by 
men of coi rupt minds (particularly Arians, 
Soctmians, Sc.) to ſubvert and overthrow the found 
Doctrine of our Church of England, às con- 
tained in her Articles and Creeds ; it is therefore 
incumbent upon every true Miniſter and Mem- 
ber of our Church to uſe their utmoſt endeavour, 
and the ability which God has given them, to op- 
poſe, and, if poſſible, confute the errors of ſuch 
men, — but more eſpecially to ſtrengthen and ſup- 
port the Truth, by the authority ot the Word of 
God, which is the Sword of the Spirit. 
A Commentary, or Notes on the 39 Articles, 
with many rare citations, both from God's Word, 


and the teſtimonies of the Primitive Fathers (writ- 


ten by the Rev. Tho. Rogers, Miniſter of Hornenger, 
near Bury, Suffolk, and firſt publiſhed by him in 
the reign of K. James), having fallen into my 
hands; I have peruſed it thoroughly and atten- 
tively, comparing ſcripture -with icripture, to my 
own great fatisfaftion and comfort: and by the 
advice and deſire of ſome ſpiritual friends, Zea- 
lous for God's cauſe and glory, an abſtract has 

a been, 
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been, with great accuracy, drawn from it; care- 
fully compared with the holy ſcriptures, and ſome 
late commentaries on the 39 Articles: which the 

Fditor humbly hopes will meet with a kind recep- 
tion among the well wiſhers to our (now ſinking) 
Church, and her moſt excellent doctrine; in op- 
polition to her numerous and inveterate enemies, 

who are ſtriving all they can to ſap and overthrow 
it. 


Indeed much has been ſaid already on this head, 
and much more may yet be advanced by men of 
learning: but my chief deſign in this undertaking, 
is, (that it may come at an eaſy price to common 
people) to ſay no more than what is barely ſuf- 
ficient to explain each part of. the Articles; and 
then more fully to prove the doctrine they main- 
tain, by the Word of God, the holy Scripture, 
tozether with the authority of the primitive Fa- 
thers, &c. (many of whom ſealed the truth with 
their own blood). Chiefly for the uſe of ſuch as 
take pleaſure in reading and ſearching the holy 
Scriptures, to the edifying of their Souls, and the 
increaſe of their Faith in Chriſt Jeſus; a moſt 
profitable exerciſe, in which we are frequently re- 
commende:, by an eminent Goſpel miniſter of this 
City, to invoke the aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit, 
to enlighten and open the eyes of our-unde! ſtand- 
ing, that we way underſtind the Scripture by the 
inipiration of Him, who is the beſt and only in- 
terpreter thereof, 

Mr. Rogers, in his Introduction, has taken no- 
tice of the indefatigable labours of ſome of our 
molt worthy and learned Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 
and other bold Champions for God, and the cauſe 
of our holy Religion, who ſpared no pains nor la- 
bour to bring about and eſtabliſh the ſame on a 
ſtrong and ture foundation, againſt which the 
gates of Hell ſhall not prevail. -A mongft which 

| | learned 
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AGES. 


learned divines of this country may be reckoned 


Abp. Cranmer, Bp, Parkhurſt, Mr. Latimer, Abp. 
Parker, Bp. Grindal, Abp. Whitgift, Bp. Ridley, 
and Mr. Gualter, with many others equally cele- 
brated for their piety and abilities; who aſſem- 
bled ard met together at two Convocations held 
firſt in the year of our Lord 1562, and again in 
the reign of our late moſt gracious Majeſty Queen 
ELIZABETH in 1571, and again in 1604, and by 
divine providence they have continued (tho? often 
ſhaken, unto this day : May the Lord ſtill con- 
tinue them, to his glory, and to the good of his 
Church and people. 

Mr. Rogers has likewiſe taken much pains to 
colle& together the names of all the particular 
rſons, ſects, and denominations, who at firſt o 

ſed and denied thoſe Articles: a few of them I 
may occaſionally mention, but their names are of 
no uſe to us: we have enough well krown among 
us now, to fight againſt: may the God of all 
_ give us ftrenyth and courage to do it, to 

is Honor and Glory, through Jeius Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


* * As an eminent Goſpel Miniſter of this 
City. has Jately enforced upon his hearers, the 
reading the 39 Articles, I would therefore 
exhort every one attentively to read the Ar- 
ticles firſt, before they conſult theſe Notes 
and Obſervations upon them. 
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OF THE 


Thirty-nine ARTICLES, &c. 
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Ar. I. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity. 


HERE is but one living and true God, ever- 
laſting, without body, parts, or paſſions ; of 
infinite power, wiſdom, and goodneſs; the Maker 
and Preſerver of all things both viſible and inviſible. 
And in unity of this Godhead there be three Perſons, 


of one ſubſtance, power, and eternity ; the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 


But one living and true God.] “ That there is ſuch a Being, 
which we in Engliſh call God, (Heb. Elohim) is manifeſt from 
the order of cauſes ; which muſt derive its origin from ſome 
« firſt ſelf-exiſtent cauſe. From the very idea or notion of a 
God, which implies in itſelf a neceſſary exiſtence, From the 
4 origin and goverment of the world, The heaven and the earth, 

&c. which all declare his glory; Pal. xix. 1, 4, and from con- 


ſent of all nations, people and languages. The prophecies 
«© and miracles, both of the Old and New Teſtament ; and like- 


« wiſe the witneſſes of the apoſtles, and all the Primitive Fa. 
4 thers, together with many other holy and learned men; who all 

„ agree, There is but one living and true God,” And this is clear- 

ly proved from the following Texts of Scripture: 1. God ſaid 
unto Moſes, I AM that I AM, Exod. iii. 14. And thou ſhalt 
have none other gods but me, Exod, xx. 3. Deut. xxxii. 39. THe 
Lord our God is one Lord, Deut. vi. 4. And there is none other 
God befide Jebovab, Deut. iv. 35. Ifa. xliv. 6. — xlv. 5, 6. 
See alſo, 1 Cor. viii. 4, 6. There is but one God, the Father, of 

« whom are all things, and Eph. iv. 6.— Te living Ged. 2 Cor, 
vi. 16, The true God. Pal. Ixxxv. 2. 2 Chron, xv. 3. Jer. x. 

A 10. 


66 


* — _ w 1 1 2 8 


* 3 * 


Liſe, 2d part, 242, Rev. Mr, Romaine's firſt diſcourſe on the 


2 EXPICATION or: Tux 


10. And this (faith St. John) is life eternal, that they might know 
the the only true God. John xvii. 3. and 1 Theſſ. i. g. 


Everlaſting.) . He is the everlaſting God, Gen. xxi. 33. Iſa. 
« Ix. 28. without beginning, without end.“ From everlaſting to 
everlaſting, thou art God, Pſal. xli. 13. xc. 2. xciii, 2. And 
everlaſting King, Jer. x. 10. who only hath immortality, Heb, i, 
8, 12, 1 Tim. vi. 16. The Alpha and the Omega; the beginning and 
the ending, of all Things, Rev, i. 4, 11. And therefore (as St, Paul 
faith) He that cometh unto God, muſt believe that he is, Heb. xi. 6. The 
Almighty, Eternal, Inviſible ſelf-exiſtent Jehovah, God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is to come, 1 Tim. i. 17. Rev. iv. 8. 0 

Without Body) As relative to God the Father, this is undoubted- 
ly true : For the form or ſhape of God is ineffable and inexpreſ- 
$* fible, and cannot be ſeen with our bodily eyes.” God is @ 
Spirit, ſaith our Lord, auhom no man hath ſeen, or can ſee, for a 
ſpirit hath no body or fleſh, ſee John i, 18. iv. 24. Luke xxiv. 
39. and 1 Tim. vi, 16. 

Parts or Paſſions, &c.] Impertibilis, Lat. That is incapable of 
being divided: or paſſions, as we in Engliſh expreſs it; though 
the ſcripture indeed (in condeſcenſion to our weak capacities) 
ſeems to attribute unto God thoſe members, as Eyes, Ears, Hands, 
&c. Alſo Love, anger, hatred, &c. For tis ſaid, That God is 
angry with the wicked every day, Pal. vii. 11. God was angry 
with Moſes and Aaron, Deut. ix. 20. but all this is only 
ſpoken to come down to man's weakneſs, and to his better under- 
ſtanding the wonderful works of God, For God is a moſt ſimple 
eſſence ; as by the name Jebovab, in Gen. xv. 7, Amps ix. g. 
not ſubject to paſſions as man, ſee Acts xiv. 14. But immutable, 
always infinitely happy, admitting of no change, &. Pſal. cii- 
26, 27, and Jam. i. 7. | 

Of infinite power, wiſdom, aud googne/s,] iſt, * His power,” 
all power belongeth unto God, Pſal. Ixii. 11. with God all things 
are poſſible, Matt. xix. 26. All things are preſent before him. 
——By the Word of his power, (faith St. Clement) were all things 
made, and by a word he can deſtroy them ; for he is God Almighty. 
Gen, xxxiv. 11. He can do every thing, faith Job. He killeth, and 
he maketh alive, Job xlii. 2. Pſal. cxv. 3. But be is good to all, 
and his mercy is over all his avorks, Pſal, cxlv. 7, 9. Matt. xix. 
66. Mark x. 10, Luke xviii. 19, See alſo Scorr's Chriſtian 


2 politics Creed. The 
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The maker and preſerver of all things.) “ That this World is 
not eternal, neither did it ariſe by chance, is plain ſrom ſcripture.” 
The royal pſalmiſt ſays, By the word of the Lord, i. e. Chriſty 
awere the heavens made; and all the hoſt of them hy the breath of his 
mouth, or ſpirit, Pſalm xxxiii. 6. 

Again, In the beginning, (i. e. of time) God created the heaven: 
and the earth, the ſea, Qc. See Gen, i. 1, 4. Pſalm cxxiv. 8. 
© exxxiv, 4. and cxlvi. 6. Acts iv: 24.— The Father by the 
& Son, or Word, made the worlds :* aud hy him alone were all 
things created, See 1 John i. 2. Col. i. 16, 17. Heb. i. 2, and 
xi. 3. &c. 

And in Unity of this Godhead, there be three Perſons, Qc. ] 
This is that myſtery of myſteries which the world, the carnal minded, 
cannot ſee, neither will they in any wiſe believe it; for as St» 
Paul declareth, 1 Cor. i. 21. The world by wi/deom, (their own wile 
dom) knew not God, But every teachable willing mind, aſſiſted by 
divine grace, who carefully reads the holy ſcriptures, may clearly 
ſee and diſtinguiſh a Trinity of Perſons in the ſacred Deity.—-1n 
the Old Teſtament God is frequently ſtiled Zlohim, which ſignifies 
plurality; as in Gen. i. 26. Let us make Man in our Image, 
This plainly denotes a plurality of perſons, ſee alſo Gen. iii. 1, 
5, 13.—2 Sam, chap. vii; but in Iſa. chap. vi. 3. is a ſtronger 
proof of a Trinity, where the Angels cried one to another with 
adoration, Holy ! Holy ! Holy ! Lord Ged of Flat; the Almighty, 
Rev. iv. 8.—In the New Teſtament nothing is more plain, At 
the Baptiſm of Chriſt, was heard the Father's voice; the Son, 
preſent in perſon; and the Holy Ghoſt deſcending upon him, Matt. 
iti. 17. Mark i. 10. And by the words of Chriſt himſelf, in 
his promiſe to his difciples. See John chap, xiv. 26.—xv, 26, 

See alſo Acts i. 4, 8. clearly proves a Trinity; and St. John ſays, 
There be three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe three are one, 1 John v. 7.—“ In eſſence 
« one; yet in perſons three.“ (Nicene Creed) alſo St. Peter, 2 
Pet. i. 17, 18. 21. and again our bleſſed Lord's own words, when 
he gave commandment that his goſpel ſhould be preached to all 
nations; ſaying, ** Go teach all nations, and baptize them in the 
Name of the Father, of the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, Matt. xxviii. 
19. Alſo St. Paul, The grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the kw 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all. Amen. 

A 2 CPN: 2 Cor. 
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2 Cor. laſt chap, and verſe, Thus faith Tertullian, It doth 
«« appear, that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, are 


« 'Three Perſons, yet conſtituted but one God in Eſſence.” * He 


« therefore that would be ſaved, muſt thus think of the Trinity.“ 
Athanafius's Creed. 

See Ignatius, St. Cyprian, Tuſtin Martyr, St. Baſil, Theophilus, 
of Antioch, &c, See alſo Stillingfleet on the Trinity, Pcar/on on the 
Creed, Hooper, Prideaux, Bp. Beveridge, Archdeacon We'chman, 
and the Rev, Mr. Romaine, in his late Diſcourſes on the Creeds. 


—_ 


AxT. II. Of the Word or Son of God, which was made 
very Man. 


HE. Son, which is the Word of the Father. 

| begotten from everlaſting of the Father, the 
very and eternal God, and one ſubſtance with the 
Father, took man's nature in the womb of the bleſ. 
ſed virgin, of her ſubſtance : ſo that two whole and 
perfect natures, that is to ſay, the Godhead and 
Manhood, were joined together in one Perſon, never 
to be divided, whereof is one Chriſt, very God, and 
very Man, who truly ſuffered, was crucified dead and 
buried, to reconcile his Father to us, and to be a 


Sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but alſo for 
actual ſins of men. 


The Son, c.] The ſecond perſon in the bleſſed Trinity, is that 
very Word, which was declared by St. John, chap. i. ſaying, In 
the beginning wwas the Word and the Word was with God, and thy 
Word was God. This is ſpoken of Chriſt, therefore Chriſt is God; 
See alſo Iſa. ix. 6. Bogotten of the Father from everlaſting ; 
and therefore very God, See Pfal. ii. 7. John i. 18. Acts xiii. 
33. Heb. i. 5. John xvii. 3. Matt. i. 23. Juſtin Martyr, faiths 
The word being the Firſt-begotten of God, is alſo God.” 80 
ſiith Origin, Irenæus, &c. Thus © The Godhead of the Father, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, are all one, in power 
csc: eternal together, and co-equal,” Athana/e,; Creed. 


Very 
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Very and eternal God.] Not metaphorically, but properly fo 
called, avho is over all, God bleſſed for evermore. Amen. See Rom. 
ix. 5. Iſa. xl. 3. Hoſea i. 7. John xx. 28. Again, Chriſt 
faith, I am the firſt and the laſt, the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and end, Rev. xxii. 30. Again, I and my Father are ont, 
John x. 30. Col. ii. 19,—And St. Peter with the reſt boldly 
declared, ſaying, Thou art Chrift the Son of the living God. Matt. 
xvi. 16. and John vi. 69. The very word, the very truth, and 
very life.” Saith Origin, 

Chrift rook Man's nature, in the womb of the bleſſid wirgin.] 
Therefore very man, according to God's promiſe, The ſeed of 
the woman, ſhall bruiſe the ſerpants head, (i. e. Satan), ſee Gen. 
iii. 15. alſo Gen. xlix. 10. Again, Behold a virgin ſhall conceive 
and bear a Son, Iſa. vii. 14.—4nd foe was found with Child of 
tbe Holy Ghoſt, Matt. i. 18. Luke i. 27. That ray of God, 
« faith St. Cyprian, deſcended into a virgin, and put on fleſh by 
tc the operation of the Holy Ghoſt.” Hence the divine and hu- 

man nature of Chriſt were united together in one perſon according 

to the holy ſcriptures, never to be ſeparated. For the word waz 

made fleſh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, faith the 

evangeliſt, John i. 14. Again, Chrift took not on him the nature 

of angels, but he took on him the ſeed of Abraham, (according to the 

| fleſh) “that he might be a merciful and a faithful high prieſt, 
in things pertaining unto God; to make reconciliation for the 

| fins of the people, Heb. ii. 16, 17. and to give his life a ran- 
| ſom for many,” 1 Tim. iii. 6. Eph, ii. 16. 17. As St. Peter 
P alſo hath declared, when the multitude (touched with a ſenſe of 
their ſins) cried out, ſaying, What ſhall we do? He anſwered, and 

ſaid, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ye ſhall be ſa ved. See 


t Acts ii. 37. and xvi. 30, 31,—* Therefore the true faith is, 
that we believe and confeſs, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of 
p God, by ineffable generation from eternity, is both God and 
; Man. Athan. Creed. See Heb. i. 5, 6. alſo Iſa. liii. 8. 

; Who truely ſuffered.) * According to the human nature, for as 
i. to the divine nature it was impoſſible, Matt. xxvii. (Clement of 
5 Rome.) That Chriſt did truly ſuffer in Body, Huzger, I hirſ, Pain, 
0 &c. yet not for his own ſins, for be knew no ſin, neither was guile 
;& found in his, mouth. 1 Pet. ii. 21. But for our fins, and our ini- 
r quities was he bruiſed, ſaith the prophet Iſa. liii. 5. John iv. 7+ 


xix. 28, 29. Luke xix. 41. and Heb. ix. 25, 26. Chriſt bled 
J « and 
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«« and ſuffered all the wrath of God, as ſaith St. Clement. Apain 
«« Chriſt gave his blood for us; his fleſh for our fleſh, and his ſoul 
& for our fouls,” ſaith Ignatius. 

He was crucified, dead, and buried. See John xix. 18, 20. Matt. 
xxvii. 35—60. Luke xxiii. 53.] * To reconcile his Father unto 
* us”, or rather, as St. Paul faith, to reconcile us (Gentiles as 
well as Jews,) unto God, Rom. v. 10. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. Eph. 
ji. 16, 17. For he gave himſelf a ranſom for all Men, 1 Tim. ii. 
6. 1 John ii. 2. Sufftring for our fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, to 
bring us 10 God, Peter, 1 Ep. iii. 18, John i. 29. and Iſa. liii, 
4» 5» 6. Surely, he hath borne our griefs and carried our ſorrows — 
« Thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, to take away or deſtroy fin; 
« not only original guilt, but alſo the actual fins of all believers.” 
Fer he made himſelf to be fin for us, wvho himſelf knew no fin, that 
ave might be made the rigl t:ouſne/s of God in him, 2 Cor, v. 21. 
See alſo Acts ix. To this gave all the prophets witneſs, and all 
the Primitive Fathers, as Ignalius, Juſtin Martyr, Clemont of 
Alexandra, St. Cyprian, Origin, Tertullian, &c, &c. See alſo Bp, 
Beweridge's Comment, Pearſon on the Creed, p. 364. the Rey, 
Mr. Romaine in his 3d, 4th, and 5th diſcourſes on the Creed, 


ARr. III. Of the going down of Chriſt into Hell. 


S Chriſt died for us, and was buried: ſo alſo 
it is to be believed that he went down into 


Hell. 


«© That Chriſt died for us, and was buried) has been fully 
© proved in the foregoing article, from many texts of ſcripture.” 

4% So alſo it is to be believed that he went down, or deſcended into 
« hell,” Eph. iv. 9. To this article moſt of the ancient Fathers 
have given their aſſent; ſome ſay for one thing, and ſome for 
another: I ſhall cite a few of them here. Ignalius ſays, . Chriſt 
« deſernded into hell alone, but that he aſecnded with a multi- 
6e tude,” Treneus faith, © That Chriſt was in the middle of the 
c ſhadow of Death, where the ſouls of the dead are; then he 
[ 1% rofe again with his body,” agreeable to the words of the royal 
th Pſalmiſt ;—Thou wo not leave my Scul in hell, (Hades, the place + 
1 | 2 of 
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of the dead) nor ſuffer thine Holy One to ſce corruption,” Pſal. xvi. 
10. This was ſpoken of Chriſt, as appears by 1 Cor, xv. 3, 
4. and Acts ii. 27, 31. Alſo Athanaſrur, St. Ambreſe, St. Bail, 
St, Jerome, Fulgentius, and St. Auguſtine, all ſay, * that the ſoul of 
« Chriſt was inthe place of hell.“ St. Peter ſaith, © That Chrift 
« ſuffered for fins; being put to death in the fleſh, but quickened by 
«© the Spirit; by which alſo he went and preached unto the ſpirits in 
« priſon : which ſome time were diſobedient ; 1 Pet. iii. 18, 19, 
20. And again, that he looſed the pains of hell, or death; Acts ii, 24. 
et many of our modern divines are not ſo well reconciled to this 
article of Chriſt going down into hell. Becauſe our Lord faid 
unto the Thief on the Croſs (who confeſſed him ro be the Son 
of God,) To-day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe, Luke xiii. 
43. compare this with St. Paul's words concerning paradiſe, 
2 Cor. xii. 4. and St. John's revelation, chap. ii. 7. Then 
Chriſt's Soul muſt needs paſs through the regions of Hell, into 


paradiſe ; or elſe through paradiſe into hell.—But, as an eminent - 


and learned divine juſtly obſerved, in diſcourfing on that ar- 
ticle, « Chriſt entered immediately into Hell while he hung 
* on the Croſs; for he gave his ſoul an offering for ſia, or as St, 
% Peter affirms, Himſelf bare all our fins in his own body on the 
tree, 1 Pet. ii. 24. That he endured all the fiery wrath of 
God, all the pain, all the agony, and curſe (repreſented by the 
pains of hell,) which were due for our fins, both original and 
actual, for he trod the wine-preſs of God's wrath alone, “and 
« drank up all the dregs of that bitter cup.“ See Iſa. Ixiii, 3, 4. 
Matt. xxvi. 38.—xxvii. 46. And having ſpoiled principalities and 
powers, he mage a ſhew of them epenly, trizmphing over them, Col. 
ii. 15. That all who believe in him, might be ſet free from all 
the powers of fin, death, and hell, for ever and ever, Rom. v. 1, 
2.—Vlil. 1, 2. 
See Bp. Beveredge's Comment. 
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Art. IV. Of the Reſurrection of Cbriſt. 


HRIST did truly riſe again from death, and 
took again his body, with fleſh, bones, and 

all things appertaining to the perfection of man's 
nature, 


— 
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IJTreraeus, ©* with the ſame fleſh in which he ſuffered on the 
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nature, wherewith he aſcended into heaven, and 
there ſitteth until he return to judge all men at the 
laſt day. 


Chrift did truly riſe again.) This is a moſt bleſſed truth, and 
worthy of all acceptation; — Thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, 
faid David, nor /ufferr thine Holy One to ſee corruption, Pſalm xvi. 10. 
That Chriſt did riſe again from the dead with the ſame body, is 
fhewn by many plain texts of ſcripture, which were recorded for 
the confirmation of our Faith, This our Lord himſelf had de- 
clared to his diſciples, Matt. xx. 19. and to the Pharaſees by the 
fign of Jonah being three days and nights in the whale's belly, 
See alſo Hoſea vi. 2, John xx. 19. Matt. xxviii. 6. Acts x. 
41. And St. Paul boldly affirms, That he died and was buried, 
and that he roſe again the third day according to the ſcriptures ; 
and was ſeen of many brethren, beſides all . the Apoſtles, 1 Cor, 
XV. 4, 5, 6. Acts ix. 4. Col. i. 18.—Irenæus ſaith, © I knew 
% him alive in the fleſh, even after his reſurtection, and J believe 
% in him; and when he came to thoſe who were with Peter, he 
ſaid to them, Take hold on me; feel me, and ſee that I am no 
„ jmbodicd ſpirit.” So Tertullian ſaith, ** Chriſt roſe again in the 
*« ſubſtance of the fleſh, and ſhewed his diſciples, with Thomas, 
„the marks of the nails, and ſpear, that they might believe,” 
Luke xxiv. 38, 29. John xx. 19. 

« Andbaving taken again his own body,” he aſcended into heaven, 
*where he now fitteth at the right hand of God. See Pſalm cx. 1. 
(xii. 36. Mark xvi. 19. And he will come again,“ faith 


*: croſs, at the laſt day, to judge both the quick and the dead :" 
fo ſaith Peter, Acts i. 11,—X. 41. God ſhall judge the world in 
righteouſneſs by Jeſus Chriſt, Acts xvii. 31, 32. Rom. ii. 16, 
Tim. iv. 1, 8. James v. 9. And we ſhall all appear before the 
judgment feat of Chri/t, Rom. xiv. 10. ** And then will he ren- 
* der unto every man according to his works.“ See Matt. xxv 
23, 29, 30, 33-46. 2 Cor. v. 10. And the wicked ſhall go 
2 y into everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous into life eternal, 


Pan. xii. 2. John v. 29. See alſo Sherlock on Judgment, and 
Seait's Chriſtian's Liſe;z alſo Mr. Romaine's diſcourſe, 


ART, 


T. 
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- Ant, v. Of the Holy Ghof'; 


HE Holy Ghoſt, proceeding from the Fa- 

ther and the Son, is of one Subſtance, Ma- 
jelly, and Glory, with the Father, and the Son, 
very and eternal God, 


The Holy Gh] Many at this day, as well as in former times, 
deny the power and Godhead of the Holy Ghoſt, «* Yet no- 
« thing leſs than the infinite poet of God the Holy Ghott, 
« ſaith Bp. Beveridge, cau convince mortals (who ate loſt in 
« rebellion againſt God) that there is any ſuch Being as the 
« Holy Ghoſt.” That the Holy Ghoſt is very and eternal God, 
appears plainly from thoſe many operations attributed to the 
Holy Ghoſt, or Holy Spirit, recorded in the ſcriptures, as diſ- 


tinct from the Father, and the Son, yet of equal power, and eter- 


nally rasant from both. See Matt. x. 20. Rom. viii. 9, 11. 
1 Cor. iii. 17. Heb. ix. 14. Peter ſaith, that of old time the 
prophets, and all holy men of God, ſpake as they were moved by 
the Hely G, 2 Pet. i. 21. The Spirit of God hath made me, 
and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life,*. Job xxxiii. 4. 
Job received this knowledge by the influence of the Holy Ghoſt. 
See alſo Mark xii. 36.—xiii, 4. Acts i. 16.— v. 8. Ananias 
and Sappbira a ſaid by Peter to lye agaipſt God, the Holy 
Ghoſt, Acts v. 3. again, the Holy Gholt is called 2% Spiri: of 
Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 11. and our bleſſed Lord promiſed. his diſci- 
ples, that he would ſend the Holy Ghoſt, abe ſhould teach 


them all things, John xv. 26.—xvi. 14. and that he ſhould 


convince the world of fin, &c. John xvi. 8, 9. and 2 inter- 
ceſhon for the ſaints, Rom. viii, 26, 27. 

Very and eternal God.] I his is evident, fince thoſe things 
are attributed anto the Holy Ghoſt, which cannot be aſcribed 
to any but God; it neceſſarily follows that the Holy Ghoſt is 
alſo “ very and eternal God,” equal “with the Father and 
« the Son.” See 1 Cor, iii. 16, 17. Jobn i. 1. Pſa). cjv. 30. 
Athanaſ/ian Creed. (The moſt notorious oppoſer of the God- 
«© head of the Holy Ghoſt was Macedonius, of Conflantinople). 


* Mr, Romaine's 1oth Diſcourſe on the Apoſiles Creed. 
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Again the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit of God was preſent, aſſiſting 
at the creation of the world to give Life, Gen, i. 2.—ii. 7. 
When God breathed into man's face, or noſrili, the breath of lift; 
by the Holy Spirit. Compare this with John iii. 5, 6, 8. where 
Chriſt is ſpeaking of a ſecond reſtoring to ſpiritual life, by 
the Holy Spirit, which Adam, and we all in him, have loſt by 
fin, Again, the Holy Ghoſt eff ed the Incarnation of Chiiſt. 
Matt. i. 18, 20 Luke i. 17. He teacheth all things, leadeth 
into all truth: giveth utterance to his ſervants; and ſealeth the 
eleti unto the day of Redemption, See John xiv. 26,—xvi. 13. 
Acts ii. 4. 1 Cor. xii. 8. Eph. iv. 30.—1 John v. 7. and 


happy are they, who can call Jeſus Lord, by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 


Cor. xii. 3. See Pearſon on the Creed. —The Sin againſt the 


Holy Ghoſt, See Art, XVI. 
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ARr. VI. Of the Suffictency of the holy Scriptures 
for Salvation. 
OLY Scripture containeth all things neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation : fo that whatſoever is not 
read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not 
to be required of any man, that it ſhould be be- 
lieved as an Article of the Faith, or be thought re- 
quilite or neceſſary to Salvation. In the name of the 
holy Scripture we do underſtand thoſe Canonical 
Books of the Old and New Teſtament, of whoſe 
Authority was never any doubt in the Church, 
Of the Names and Number of the Canonical Books, 


GENESIS, Te Firſt Book of Chronicles, 
Exodus, | The Second Book of Chronicles, 
Leviticus, The Firfl Book of Eſaras, ; 
Numer, The Second Book of Eſaras, 

| Deuterenomium, The Book of Heſter, 

Joſhua, T he Book of Job, 

Judges, 5 The P/alms, 

Ruth, | The Proverbs, 

The Fir Book of Samuel, Eecliſiaſtets, or Preacher, 

T he Second Book of Samuel, | Cantica, or Songs of Sglumon, 
The Firſt Book of Kings, Four Prophets the greater, 

The Secend Book of Kings, Twelve Prophets the hs, And 


And the other Books (as Hierome ſaith) the Church doth read 
for example of life and inſtruftion of manners; but yet doth 
it not apply them to eſtabliſh any DoQtrine; Such are theſe 
following : 


The Third Boek of Eſdras, | Baruch the Prophet, 
The Fourth Book of Eſaras, | The Song of the Three Children, 
The Book of Tobias, The Story of Suſanna, 


The Bock of Judith, Of Bell and the Dragon, 

The reſt of the Book of Heſter, | The Prayer of Maxaſſes, 
The Book of Wiſdom, The Firſi Book of Maccabees, 
Jeſus the Son of Sirach, The Second Book of Maccabees, 


All the Books of the New Teſtament, as they are common- 
ly received, we do receive, and account them Canonical. 


Although ſome of the ancient fathers and doctors at firſt did 
not receive all the Books of the New Teftament as Canonical, 
yet in proceſs of time they were all received and acknowledged 
by common conſent of the whole Church of 'Chriſt all over 
Chriſtendom : for the Holy Spirit in the hearts of all true be- 
lievers doth teſtify, that they are from God, as they carry a di- 
vine authority with them. Every word of God is pure : add thou 
nothing unto his words, left be reprove thee, and thou be found a 
har, Prov. xxx. 5, 6. The whole ſcripture is given by inſpira- 
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproef, for correction, 
for inſtruction in rig bieouſuæſi; that the man of God may be per- 
fee, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works. 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 
So Ignatius, Tertullian, St. Cyprian, Origen obſerves, that the 
books of the Old Teſtament are twenty-two, the exact number of 
the Hebrew letters. 
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ArT. VII. Of the Old Teftament 


HE Old Teſtamentis not contrary to the New: 

for both in the Old and New Teſtament 
everlaſting life is offered to mankind by Chriſt, 
who is the only Mediator between God and Man, 
os being 


- 
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being both God and Man, Wherefore they are not | 
to be heard, which feign that the Old Fathers did 
look only for tranſitory promiſes. Although the | 
law given from God by Moſes, as touching cere- | 
monies and rites, do not-bind Chriſtian men, nor f 
the civil precepts thereof ought of neceffity to be F 
received in any commonwealth ; yet notwith- | 
ſtanding, no Chriſtian man whatſoever is free from 
the obedience of the commandments which are 
called moral. | E 


Not contrary to the new.) 4 For holy men of old looked for 

« eternal happineſs thro” a Saviour to come, as well as for tem- 

* poral bleſſing : all the prophets ſpake of a Saviour to come. 
« Of his Incarnation, his Birth, bis Power, his Office, his 
« Miracles, his Sufferings, Death, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion ; 
« Kc. as Clearly as if they had really ſeen him.” Tae firſt 
bleſſed promiſe is to Abraham, and his ſeed, Gen. xxii. 17, 18, 
Pſal. ii. 7. confirmed Ads xiii. 33. Heb. i. 5. Iſa. vii. 14. Com- 
pare Matt. i. 23. Luke i. 31.—His Ofce, &c. See Iſa. xlii. 
1, 5, Ixi. 1. Alſo Matt. xii. 18. Luke iv. 18. His Humility, 
Zech ix. 9. Compare Matt. xi. 5. John xii. 15. His Suffering 
and Death, Iſa. liij. 4, 5. Compare Matt. viii. 17. Rom. iv. 
15. 1 Cor, xv. 3. 1 Pet. ii. 24; His Reſurrection, Pſal. xvi. 
10.—Afts.ii. 31, 32. Thbus the Old Teſtament and the New 
exactly agree with each other, and convey a preat authority to 

' thoſe bleſſed truths ; both ſpeak of the ſame bleſſings in Chriſt, 
both point to the fame end, the recovery of fallen man, and 
eternal ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt, that God- man. We 
4 love the prophets,” (fays Ignatius in his Epiltle) „ becauſe 
« they preach the goſpel, and hoped in Chriſt, and looked for | 

© him,” Read the confeſſion of Old Sinion Luke ii. 29, 30. 
« The writings of the prophets, are Evangilical, ſound, Pure, 
66 and perfect,” Ireneus, Julin Martyr, &c. 

The Laau-giver.] That is, the ceremoines of the Moſaical 
law, were to be aboliſhed, as God himſelf foretold, Jer, xxxi. 
31, 32. Chriſt came to fulfill the law for us, ſo that neither the 
Mofaical law, nor any of rhe Jewiſh ceremonies, are to be ob- 

ſerved 
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ſerved by us chriſtians ; as St. Paul and St. Peter do clearly 
demonſtrate in their epiſiles, &c. See Acts x. 13. Gal. ii, 3, 4. 
iv. 10. Eph. ii. 14, 15. Col. ii. 16, 17. But the moral 
law eſtabliſhed by Chriſt is to be ſtrictly obſerved and read by 
all chriſtians, See Matt. v. 17, 18, 19. Adds xv. 20,29. 
Rom. xiii. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 13. Acts xxii. 25. xxv. 11. James 
ii. 8, 9, 10. 


„ 


* — — 
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AR r. VIII. Of the three Creeds. 


HE. three Creeds, Nicene Creed, Athanaſius's 

Creed, and that which is commonly called 
the Apoſtles Creed, ought thoroughly to be received 
and believed: for they may be proved by moſt 
certain warrant of holy Scripture, 


Creeds.) “ In Latin, Symbela, which alſo ſignify watch- 
«. Words, or ſignals in war.” Archbiſhop Welchman. Nice or 
Nicene Creed, ſo called becauſe the greateſt part of it was com- 
poſed. by the Fathers who were aſſembled at the council of 
Nice, a city of Bithynia, in the reign of Conſtantine the Great, 
who ſummoned together all the Biſhops and Fathers in Chriſten- 
dom, to the number of 318, in the fourth century, about 325 
years after our Saviour's Incarnation. That part of it which relates 
to the divinity of the Holy Ghoſt, was added by the council of 
Conſtantinople, ſome years after. Archdeacon Welchman. 

Athanafius's Creed.) So called, not becauſe it was wholly writ- 


ten by Abanaſſus, but becauſe it is quite agreeable to his ſen- 


timents, who was the moſt celebrated champion for the ortho- 


dox faith of the goſpel; and was levelled directly againſt Ari 


the beretic, and his followers. This, as well as the Apoſtles Creed, 
is moſt clearly to be proved from many plzia texts of ſcripture, 
which are quoted, and to be found in this work, under their 
proper heads: of God the Father, Elobim. See Article firſt.—O/ 
Ged the Sor, in unity with the Father. See Art. 2d.— , Ged the 
Holy Ghoſt, the third perſon in the ever bleſſed Trinity, «©, Who 
« with the Father, and the Son, is co-eternal together, and co- 
&« equal.” See Art. 5. | 
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. The Apoſtles Creed.) ** Not compoſed by them, as we now 
c have it, but becauſe it contains their whole and united ſenti- 
« ments, agreeable to the ſcripture and the counſel of God, 
« and the precepts and doQtrine delivered to them, by our 
« bleſſed Lord himſelf, who, immediately before his aſcenſion 
« into heaven, commanded them to go and preach this goſpel to 
4 all nations, and to baptize them in the name of the Father, 
« the Son, and Holy Ghof?,” three perſons in one Jehovah. 
See Matt. xxviii. 19. 1 John v. 7. 

The Creeds ought thoroughly to be received and believed. ] * Be- 
canſe moſt clearly proved by the Word of God, the Holy Scripture 
of old, as well as by the words of the Apoſtles themſelves ; fince 
ſeveral of the Fathers affirm, that the twelve ſentences, or 
parts of the Apoſtles Creed, were uttered diſtinctly by each of 
them, as I ſhall notice by and by. St. Ambro/e ſaith, That 
&« the Creed of the Twelve Apoſtles, who, like wiſe workmen 
d being met together by the council, they formed a key, as it 
«© may be truly ſo called, whereby the Devil's darkneſs is 
% opened, and the true light of Chriſt comes in,” St, Auſtin, 
St. Hierome, &c, ſay, “ That the ſymbol of our Faith and 
% Hope, delivered by the 12 Apoſtles, is not written in ink on 
paper, but in the fleſhly tables of the heart.” See Bp. Beve- 
ridge on this article, Hooker's Eccl, Pol. 


The Apoſtles Creed, or Confeſſion of Faith, in x2 
Parts, with Scripture Proofs. 


1 I believe in (one) God the Father Almighty ; Dent. vi. 4. 
Pſal. xc. 2. Rev. iv. 8. This confeſſion is the grand 
foundation of our Faith ; not only of the Apoſtles, but of all 
believers, in all ages. For he that cometh unto God (faith the 
Apoſtle) muſt believe that he is, namely, (the Almighty, 
Eternal, Invifible, Self-exiſtent Fehowah), Heb. xi. 6, 

2. The maker of heaven and earth; John i. 1, 2. Pſalm 
cxlvi. 6. Heb. i. 1. 


3. I believe in Jeſus Chriſt his only Son our Lord (and Re- 
deemer), John i. 18.--vi. 69. 1 John iv. 9. Thou art 
Chriſt, the Son of the living God; ſaith Peter, Matt. xvi. 
16, Heb. i. 5. See Art. 20, 


4. Who 
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4 Who was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Vir- 


gin Mary; as promiſed, Iſa. vii. 14. and fulfilled, See Matt. (i 
i, 18, Luke i. 27. 1 
5 He ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified dead, and 4 
buried, See John xix. 1 to 24, Luke xxiii, 52. A ſacra- 1 
fice for fin, See Heb. ii. 9, 17.—ix. 26. | 10 
He deſcended into Hell, See Pſal. xvi. 10. Acts ii. f 


31. 1 Cor. xv. 55, 56. the third day he roſe again 
from the dead; and was ſeen of many brethren, 1 
Cor. xv. 4, 5. Acts ix. 4. Col. i. 18. See Art. 5. 

7 He aſcended into heaven, Luke xxiv. 51. Acts i. 9, 10. 
and ſitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty Pp 
Eph. i. 20. iv, 8. 1 Pet. iii. 22. Pſalm cx. i, Matt. 1 
xxii. 44. Mark xvii. 19. Acts iii. 9, 10. 1 

8 From thence he ſhall come again to judge both the quick 5 
and the dead; John v. 22. AQ i. 11. Phil. ili. 20. C 

1 Cor. xv. 52, 5 
1 believe in the Holy Ghoſt, (the Sanctifier) John iv. 24. Q 

xvi. 16. Heb, ix. 14. Matt. x. 26, 2 Pet. i. 21. - 


9 \ The holy catholic church; See Cor, i. 21, 22. Rom. 4 
xii. 5. Eph. v. 25, 26. 2 Tim. i, 9. 19 

The communion of ſaints, See Eph. iv. 3, 15. 1 Cor. 10 

5 x. 16. 1 John i. 7. ; 


The forgiveneſs of fins ; See Iſa. xliv. 22. Matt. xviii, i 
23: Coloſ. ii. 13, 14. 1 John i. 9. | k 


11 The reſurrection of the fleſh, or body. John v. 28, 29. 0 ; 
1 Cor. xv. 20, 34. Coloſ. i. 16. Phil. iii. 2t. ll 
12 And the life everlaſting. See Dan. xii. 2.“ John vi. 39, pl 
40. 1 Pet. i. 4. Rev. xxi. 4. | a 
And all ſaid Amen: — So be it. l 


I ſhall juſt add a word or two upon this grand and moſt ſub- 
lime concluſion of this Article of the Apoſtles Creed, wiz. | 
% The Life everlaſting,” a thing much eaſier expreſſed than un- it 
« derſtood. For eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 9 
« hath it ente red into the heart of man to conceive (ſaith the 5 
„ Apoſtle) what good things God hath prepared for them that ( 
& Jove him.” Iſa. Ixiv. 4. 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10. A 

I. Everlafling or eternal life is a ſtate directly oppoſite to | 7 
that of eternal, or everlaſting death; the one includes all happi- Ui 


The Rev. Mr. Romaine's 15th Diſcourſe. 


neſs 
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neſs and felicity, which all true believers in Jeſus Chriſt ſhall 
hereafter fully and perfectly enjoy in the preſence of God, 
and that innumerable company of Saints and Angels, in the 
realms of bliſs and glory; while the wicked, and all unbelievers 
in Chriſt and his goſpel, will be baniſhed for ever from God's 
preſence into everlaſting torments, with the company of Devils 
and damned Spirits; in that Lake, where the worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched. Read Iſa. Ixvi. 24. Matt. xxv. 
41. Mark ix. 43, 44+ Jobn v. 29. 

The Prophet Daniel, ſpeaking of the Re/urre2ion, ſaith, And 
« many (i, e. all) that ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake ; 


&« ſome to everlaſting li e, and ſame to ſhame and everiaſiing con 
„ tempt.” Daniel xii. 2. John iii. 16. 


But for the believer's comfort, our bleſſed Lord ſaith, He that 
heareth (or regardeth) my Word, and believeth on him that ſent 
me, hath everlaſling life; is now really poſleſſed of it: and 
ſpall mot come into condemnation. John v. 24, and vi. 40. 
1 John ii. 25. but he that believeth net, (theſe truths) all 
periſh everlaſting ly. Mark xvi. 16, John xii, 48, 1 John v. 12 

« As many therefore (ſaith Ireneus) as ſubſcribe to theſe 
« Articles, and yet do not truly believe that theſe Creeds are 
i agreeable to the Holy Scriptures, are bighly guilty of lying 
« both againſt God and man, and their own conſcience : '? for 
St. Jude ſaith, “ This is the Faith once delivered unto the Saints." 
Jude's Epiſtle ; and St, Paul writing to Timethy, faith, Held faſt 
the form of ſound Words, —in faith and love, which is in Chri i/t 
Teſus. & Tim. i. 13. 

Beſides the three Creeds, we have now in uſe, there were ſe- 
veral other Creeds uſed in the primitive church, viz, one 
written by St. Cyril, one by Irexeus, one by Tertullian, and 
another by Gregory T haumaturgus, &c. all confirm a ble ſſed, 
perfect, and undivided Trinity, wiz. one Father, one Son, 
one Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons in one Jehowab : Co-eternal 
* together, and coequal: not divided, nor excluded in glory, 
« dominion, nor eternity.“ See the Rev. Mr. Romaint' 5 illuſte- 
ration of the Athanafian Creed. 

+ Many have been the oppoſers of theſe Creeds at the be- 
ginning of the Reformation; and we have too many amongſt 
us at this day, who deny theſe truths, 
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Arr. IX. Of Original or Birth-Sin. 


RIGINAL Sin ſtandeth not in the follow- 
ing of Adam (as the Pelagians do vainly 
talk); but it is the fault and corruption of the 
nature of every man, that naturally is ingendered 
of the offspring of Adam, whereby man is very 
far gone from original righteouſneſs, and is of 
his own nature inclined to evil, ſo that the fleſh 
luſteth always contrary to the Spirit; and there- 
fore in every perſon born into this world, it 
deſerveth God's wrath and damnation, And this 
infection of nature doth remain; yea, in them 
that are regenerated : whereby the luſt of the fleſh, 
called in Greek, Oeounua cards which ſome do ex- 
pound the Wiſdom, ſome Senſuality, ſome the 
Affection, ſome the Deſire of the fleſh, is not ſub- 
ject to the law of God. And although there is no 
condemnation for them that believe and are bap- 
tized,yet the Apoſtle doth confeſs, that concupi- 
ſcence and luſt hath of itſelf the nature of ſin. 


Original Sin. ** Though there be no ſuch word as origi- 
« nal fin ts be found in the Scriptures; yet there is ſuch 
„ a thing to be found in our hearts, we have too ſad and woe» 
« ful experience.“ Bp. Bev. And fince Infants, as well as 
adult perſons, have need of a mediator, it follows that there 
is ſomething in them which ſtands in need of being remitted ; 
and what can this be but fin? And ſince theſe Infants are not 
capable to follow or imitate any other perſon, it is evident that 


original fin is the fault and corruption of nature. See Rom. 


v. 14. where it ſays, Death reigned from Adam to Moſes, even 
over them that had not finned after the fimilitude of Adam's 
rranſgreſſion: Therefore ſays St. Paul again, By one man's dif- 
obedience many were made finners, Rom. v. 12, 13, 18.—It is 


8 written © 
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written of Jo, that he was a righteous man, devout towards 
God, eſchewing all evil, and yet this ſame Job accuſeth himſelf 
before God, and acknowledgeth that no one is without pollu- 
tion. Job xiv, 4, 17. And Pfſalm li. 5. JF we ſay we have 
no ſin, aue deceive ourſelves, Wc. 1 John i. 8. Eph. ii, 3, 4+ 

Of his eavn nature inclined to evil.) ** Every imagination of 
© the thoughts of man's heart, is evil continually ; from his 
% Youth,” Gen, vi. 5, 12,—viii. 21. See alſo Matt. xv. 19. 
20. 1 Cor. vi. 10, 11. There is not a juſt. man on earth, that 
doeth good and ſinneth nat, Eccl. vii. 20. The fleſp always 
lufteth, or flriveth againſt the Spirit. So that aue cannot do the 
things that we would Gal. v. 17. 

Deferveth Ged's aural h.] Not becauſe God imputes to Adam's 
poſterity the-crime that he committed in eating the forbiden 
fruit, for which God forgave him on his repentance 5 but be- 
cauſe by that ſin, eating of that tree which God told him and 
warned him of, that it was death to eat of it, Gen. ii. 17. 
By which Adam corrupted his whole nature, and therefore froni 
a corrupt parent we are born a corrupt offspring, for who can 
bring a chan thing out of an uncl:an ? Not one, faith Job, xiv. 
4. Original righteouſneſs being loſt, nothing of good re- 
maineth in us, ſo nothing of good can proceed from us; An 
evil tree cannot bring forth good fruit; but evil. Matt. vii. 17, 
18. And therefore is worth nothing but to be cut down as 
fuel for the fire, even the fire of God's eternal wrath. See Rom. 
i. 18. Heb. ii. 4. Deut. xxii, 26. Gal. iii. 11. Bp. Beveridge, 

And this Infection remaineth.] This all who believe, too ſadly 
experience; Ram. viii. 15.— 21. And if the Lord was juſt to 
mark iniquities who would ſtand ?” Pſal. xxx. 3. For all have.. 
ſinned, Ic. Rom. iii, 23. But Gad is juſt, therefore he will puniſh , 
ſinners.” No, he has found a ranſom ; therefore will he ſpare, 
and pardon, See Rom. v. 18. There is therefore now nd condem- 
nation to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after 
the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. Rom. viii. 1. And if we ſin, wwe 
have an advocate with the Father, Teſus Chriſt the righteous ; 
and he is the prepitiaticn for our fit. 1 John ii. 1, 2. Not 
that we ſhould wilfolly commit or live in fin, God forbid. Ye 
are o mortify our members which are upon earth, Read Col. iii. 
5. 1 Pet. iii. 11. The Lord enable us all ſo to walk before 

| | | bim 
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him as dear children, in humble dependence on his Grace, and 
in chearful obedience to his commands. Amen, 


ArT. X. Of Free- ill. 


; TP HE condition of man, after the fall of Alam, 
is ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare him- 
ſelf by his own natural ſtrength and good works to 
faith, and calling upon God : wherefore we have 
no power to do good works pleaſant and accepta- 
ble to God without the grace of God by Chriſt 
preventing us, that we may have a good will, and 
working with us, when we have that good will, 


« When God created man in his own image, he made bim 
«« perfect and vpright, endued bim with all knowledge, ſree- 
« dom ef will, and various affections, able to ſtand, but liable 
4c to fall.” + . 
The condition of Man fince.] “ God crezted man perſect, with 
« a Vill ſree to chuſe the good and refuſe the evil; but he fell, 
4 and loſt that liberty. When be committed ſin, he broke that 
„ power which lie bad of election or choice: he ceaſed to be free 
«« with relation to Good, and became the ſervant of fin: from 
«© whence proceedeth all that Blindneſs of underſtanding, that 
« Perverſeneſs of the will, and ſuch Impetuouſneſs of his paſ- 
« ſions and appetites, that when left to himſelf he is not able 
« to diſcern, or to chuſe thoſe things that are good, but contrary- 
« wife he chuſeth the things that be evil.” Therefore (as faith 
the Apoſtle) „They that be in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God,” Rom. 
viii. 8. Archdeacon Welchman. | 
Hath no power.) For © when man fell from God (ſays that 
« good biſhop Beveridge), great was his fall; for he fell from 
« the Creator to the creature; he feil from heaven to earth: 
 « from the height of happineſs to the depth of miſery ; for he 
« fell from holineſs into fin, And ever ſipce man fell from 
« holineſs into fin, he hath thereby been diſabled from raifing 
« up himſelf from fin to holineſs,” &c. without God's grace, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, who ſays, | am the way, the truth, 
| n | | * and 
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« and the life, and no man cometh unto the Father but by me,” 
John xiv. 6. vi. 44. 1 Cor. ii. 14. And © That awe are 
& not ſufficient of ourſelves to think a good thought, 2 Cor. iii. 5, 
% much leſs to do a good action, ſo great is our helpleſſneſs.” - 

But by Chriſt working with us, &c.] “ All the ſpiritual be- 
© nefits which God the Father ever conferred upon man, he 
4% did it by, and for the ſake of Chriſt alone. And therefore, 
« as many as did pleaſe God, under the firſt covenant (as ſhewn 
& Feb. xi.) did it not by the ſtrength of their own free will, 
«© For we can neither believe, will, or do any thing, but by 
ie the aſſiſtance of God's free Grace, conferred through Chriſt, 
« whoſe merits ex:endeth through all generations. Who is there- 
tc fore called, the Lamb ſlain from the foundation of the worl4 
« (for his people). Rev. xiii. 8. This article is alſo levelled 
« apainſt the Pelagians, who aſſert that man is ſufficient of him- 
“ ſelf to do good works, &c.“ Archdeacon Welchman, (It is 
great pity we have ſo many Pelagians among us at this day). 

All the Primitive Fathers, and Reformed Churches, agree to 
this article. See more in Bp. Beveridge's Note. 


— 
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ArT. XI. The Juſtification of Man. 


E are accounted righteous before God, 
only for the Merits of our Lord and Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, and not for our own 
works or deſervings. Wherefore, that we are 
juſtified by Faith only, is a moſt wholſom doctrine, 
and very full of comfort, as more largely is ex- 
preſſed in the Homily of Juſtification. | 


The juſtification of a ſinner by Faith alone in the merits of 
Chriſt, is the grand foundation, and great bul wark of the 
chriſtian religion, ſaith Luther. 

Juſtification, in the ſcripture ſenſe, ſignifies pardon, the know- 
ledge of remiſhon of fins; peace and reconciliation towards 
God; through Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. v. 1, 2, 10. Eph. 1. 18, 
«6 2 Cor. v. 18, Heb. ii. 18. For if we neglect the tele 
« of Juſtiſcation, ſays Martin Luther (in his epiltle to the Gala- 
„ tions), we lole altogether,” Accounte 
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Accounted righteous before God only for the merits of Chrift by 
Faith, c.] Since the very beſt works of the very beſt men 
& living are imperfe&t; ſo that if God was to enter into judgement 
« evith his ſervants, no man living would be juſtified.” Pſalm 
exliii. 2. It follows then, as many as are juſtified before God, 
are juſt:fied only becauſe of the merits of Chrilt by Faith, i e. 
a lively fa'th. Read Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. Gal. v. 6. 
Eph. ii. 8, 9 Trenæus and St. Cyprian ſay, „That it is 
% Faith alone that profits us; the Faith alone which is towards 
4e the moſt high God, juſtifieth man.“ 

By Faith only.) “ Note, — That we are juſtified by Faith, 
«© not becauv/e of Faith, for there is not more merit in our 
« faith, than in our works, both are impeifect in us; Faith, 
« therefore, is not the cauſe but the condition of our jufltfi- 
« cation. I. zs the gift of Ged, through Jeſus Chrift,” Eph. 
i. 8. *Tis ſaid, that Abraham ** believed God, and it was 
« imputed or accounted to him for Righteouſneſs.” Gen. xv. 
6. Rom. iv. ii, Therefore whoever believeth God, and 
liveth by Abrabam's Faith, a Faith accompanied with obedience, 
will alſo be found righteous before God. The jaſt hall live by 
Faith. Heb.” ii. 5. A. I that Believe in Chriſt, are Juſlified freely 
from all things. Rom. iii 24, 26. Mark v. 36. 

This is a aubolſome doctrine, and very full of comfort.] Becauſe 
being jull,hed by Faith we have peace with Gd, through our 
Lord Jeſas Chriſt, and rejoice in hepe of the glory of God. Rom. 
v. 1, 2. Eph. ii. 18. Ads x. 43, See Homily on Salvation 
by Faith. St. Ba/l, St. Chry/o/tom, Claudius, and St, Ambroſe, 
ſpeak of this Faith of Abraham, and all the Fathers apree 
thereunto.— Lord, increaſe our Faith. 


Art. XII. Of good IVerks. 


LBEIT that good Works, which are the 
fruits of Faith, and follow after Juſtifica- 

tion, cannot put away our ſins, and endure the ſe- 
verity of God's judgement ; yet are they pleaſing 
and acceptable to God in Chriſt, and do ſpring 
neceſſarily out of a true and lively Faith; info- 
much 
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much that by them a lively Faith may be as evi- 
dently known, as a tree diſcerned by the fruit. 


Goed works the fruits of Faith.) Although good works are not 
meritorious, neither can they put away ſin, yet they are pleaſing 
unto God, and accepted through his beloved Son, who gave 
himſelf for us, at be might purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. Eph. ii, 10. Now the tree being made 
good, being ingtafted into Chriſt through Juſtification, conſe- 
quently the Fruit will be good, and therefore pleaſing and ac- 
ceptable to God in Chriſt; being made new creatures, by 
Faith in him. Who has appointed them rewards both in this 
life, and in that which is to come, See Matt. v. 5, 8, — Mark 
xi. 29, 30. and 1 Tim, iv. 8. 

Fruits of true Faith.) That there is a falſe Faith as well as 
a true Faith, God's word teacheth plainly. Shew me thy Faith 
without thy Works, ſays St. James, and I will ſbeau thee my 
Faith by my Works : For Faith without Works is dead, is a dead 
Faith. Jam. ii. 17, 18. They that are in the Fliſb cannot 
pleaſe God; becauſe ſuch have not Faith. Rom. viii. 8. and, 
uit bout Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Ged. Gal. v. 6. Unto 
the pure, all things are pure: bat unto them that are difiled, and 
unbelieving, is nothing pure; their mind and conſcience is de. 
filed. Tit. i. 15. Rom. xiv. 20. True Faith worked by love. 
«« Faith is our Guide, and love is the way which leadeth unto 
« God,” faith gnatzrus. 


A true Faith hath always Lowe joined unto it,] And conſe- 


quently is neither inactive, nor unfruitſul. V ye love me, ſays 
Chriſt, keep my Commandmentss Lowe one another, as 4 have 
| lowed you; Lowe is the fulfilling of the whole law. Rom. xiii. 10, 
And now toe God of Peace, that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jeſus Chris, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the 
Blood of the everlaſting covenant, make you perft c in every good 
ework, to do his will, working in you that which is pleaſing in 
his fight through Jeſus Chrift, to whom be glory for ever and ever, 
Amen. Heb. xiii. 20, 21. To this article agree Clemens Ro- 
manus, Irenæus, Juſin, St. Hilary, Theophilus, Origen, Poly- 
carp, St, Chry/eſizm, &c. See Bp. Beweriage's Comment, which 
is more largely explained in this article. 

| ART. 
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AzT. XIII. Of Works done before Fuſtification. 


O RK S done before the grace of Chriſt, 

and the inſpiration of his Spirit, are not 
pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as they ſpring not of 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, neither do they make men 
meet to receive grace, or (as the School- Authors 
ſay) deſerve grace of congruity : yea rather, for 
that they are not done as God hath willed and 
commanded them to be done, we doubt not but 
they have the nature of ſin, 


% In Man's firſt ſtate, as he came out of the hands of his 
„ Creature, he had a power to continue in the ſtate of integri- 
e ty; yet being liable to fall; he fell, by tranſgreſſion:“ See 
Article 10. And therefore until Man is again reſtored to God's 
favour by the operation of the Spirit, he can do nothing pleaſ- 
ing to God, „Before a man is regenerate and born again of 
% Spirit, he cannot ſo much as ſee the kingdom of God.” 
John iii. 3. He is both blind and ignorant of all heavenly 
things, For the natural man yereeiveth not the things of the Spirit, 
and therefore he cannot worſhip God aright, for God being 
a ſpirit, is to be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth, John iv. 24. 

Works done.] All that a man doth, all that he can do, while 
unregenerate, and out of Chriſt, is ſin, nothing but fin. For, 
the plowing of the wicked is ſin. Prov. xxi. 4, 27 They that ere 
in the fliſb, cannot pleaſe Grd. T he carnal mind, is enmity againſt 
God. Rom. viii. 7, 8. See Matt. vii. 16, 23 —Xii. 33, 34s 
Not being within God's covenant, we are not Ged's Chil- 
dren, but Children of wurath, Eph. ii. 2. Rom. v. 8. Not 
being within Chriſt's Sheepfald, we are not his Sheep, but filthy 
Goats. Matt. xxv. 33. And while in this ſtate all our works, 
our beſt works as we may ſuppole them, as going to Church, 
Szcrament, Failing, Praying, or giving Alms, &c, and yet after 


all, be nothing. but a dry ſtick, or a ſplendid hypocrite, abomin- 


able in the ſight of God, See Iſa. i. 13. Prov. i. 2% Matt. 
vü. 22, 23. Rom. xiv. 23. Tit. i. 15. Eph. ii. 3.— lv. 17. 
2 The 
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The Nature of Sin, ] Whatever is not of Faith is Sin. Rom xiv. 
23. They that are carnal, ſaith Ignatius, cannot do the things 
« that be ſpiritual , neither can unbelief do the works of Faith.“ 
Alſo St. Augu/line, St. Jerome, St. Barnard, Irenæus, and all 
the Primitive Fathers, conſent to this article, — See Homily on 
good works, &c, And yet all thoſe arguments, although a thou- 
ſand times repeated, would not convince or convert one of 
theſe blind ſinners, or moraliſts, from the error of their ways 
except God the Holy Ghoſt ſet it home to their hearts, 


ART. XIV. Of Works of Supererogation. 


OLUNTARY Works beſides, over and 

above God's commandments, which they 
call Works of Supererogation, cannot be taught 
without arrogancy and impiety. For by them 
men do declare, That they do not only render 
unto God as much as they are bound to do, but 
that they do more for his ſake, than of bounden 
duty is required: Whereas Chriſt ;aith plainly, 
when ye have done all that are commanded to you, 
ſay, We are unprofitable ſervants. 


The wworks of Supererogation, Sc.] “ Are the ſubverſion of God- 
< lineſs and true religion, and cannot be held without arrogancy 
and impiety.” Joſh. i, 7. Ezek. xx. 19. As the law of God is 
perfect in every part, and requires us to do every good work: 
we are commanded to love God with all our heart, ſoul, and 
ſtrength, &c. Luke x, 27. And ſince that law is the impul- 
five cauſe of our performing every good work, what room 
is there ſor works of ſupererogation ? or, how can a man be 
more perfect than the law of God, which is the exact rule of all 
perfection? Be ye perfect (ſays Chriſt) as your Father which is 
is Heaven is perfect, Matt. v. 48. So far is any man from 
being more good than he ovght to be: and from whence then 
can come his works of ſupererogation? Not at all. We have 
„ nought to glory in, (ſaith St. Cyprian) ſince nothing is our 

«6 own 
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« own, it is all given us from heaven, whatever we have.” 
John iii. 27. And therefore we have need daily to pray, ſay- 
ing, Forgive us our debts, fc, He that exalteth himſelf ſhall be 
abaſed, Sc. Read Luke xviii. 10—14. and xvii. 7—16. * 
xxviii. 20. 


* _— * 
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Ar. XV. Of Chriſt alone without Sin. 


HRIST, in the truth of our nature, was 
made like unto us in all things (fin only ex- 
cept) from which he was clearly void, both in his 
fleſh, and in his ſpirit. He came to be the Lamb 
without ſpot, who by ſacrifice of himſelf once 
made, ſhould take away the ſins of the world: 
and fin (as Saint Jobn faith) was not in him. But 
all we the reſt (although baptized and born again 
in Chriſt) yet offend in many things, and if we 
ſay we have no fin we deceive ourſelves, and the 
truth is not in us. 


'«« When the Son of God became the Son of Man (ſays 
Bp. Beveridge) he ſo became the Son of Man, as ſtill to 
« remain the Son of God He did not lay aſide his Divine Na- 
« ture to aſſume the Human; but he aſſumed the human na- 
«© ture into the divine, And ſo he that was perfect God as 
« yell as perfect Man, was a perſect Man alſo, as well as per- 
« fect God, for he was without Sin.” 1 John iii. 5. or he could 
not have come to deſtroy and take it away. See Heb. ix, 14. 
1 John i. 5. Without fin.) He was both conceived, and born 
without ſin. Matt. i. 20, Luke i. 36. As a man, he lived 
and was tempted of the Devil, yet without fin. John xiv, 30. 
Heb. iv. 15. 1 Pet. ii. 22, 2 Cor. v. 21. The holieſt of 
men that ever lived upon earth (Chriſt excepted), were not 
without ſin. St. Paul, St. Peter, St. Jude, St. James, and St. 
John, all acknowledge this truth, In many things aue offend all. 
James iii. 2. And they that deny i-, deceit themſelves, and the 
truth it not in them. 1 John i, 8. St. Auguſtin, Tertullian, Cyril, 
and others alſo confirm this article, 
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ArT. XVI. Of Sin after Baptiſm. 


OT every deadly Sin, willingly commit- 
ted after Baptiſm, is fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, and unpardonable. Wherefore the grant 
of repentance is not to be denied to ſuch as fall 
into ſin after Baptiſm. After we have received 


the Holy Ghoft, we may depart from grace 


given, and fall into ſin, and by the grace of God 
we may ariſe again, and amend our lives. And 
therefore they are to be condemned, which ſay, 
they can no more ſin as long as they live here, 
or deny the place of forgiveneſs to ſuch as truly 


repent. 


Nor every fin.] Committed after Baptiſm is fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, as the word of God plainly ſhews, yet every ſin 
in its nature is deadly, and deſerveth Gods wrath ; but yet is 
pardonable, thro* the blood of Chriſt, and a godly ſorrow for 
fin. The very regenerate, the moſt righteous mah may faſt 
Into fin, and yet by grace riſe and be ſorgiven. See John v. 
14, viii. 11. Eph. iv. 21, 22. Col. iii. 8. Heb. iii. 
12. 1 Tim. i. 19. This is clearly manifeſted in the example 
of David, Mannaſes, Peter, and ſome of the ſeven Churches of 
Ala, Rev. i. But the blaſphemy, or ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſhall not be forgiven unto man. See Tillo(ſon on Matt. xii, 31. 
Great are the doubts and fears of many poor Souls about this 
ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; but this is clear, that no man 
or woman, who hath never received the Holy Ghoſt, can com- 

mit that deadly fin. But he that hath received the Holy 
Spirit with all its powerful influence, and afterwards falling 


away by little and little, at length willfully denies the whole 


work of the Spirit, this perſon fins againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 
it is impoſlible (ſaith St. Paul), to renew him again unto re- 
pentance, having crucified afreſh the Lord of Life, &c, Heb. 


vi. 5, 6. And therefore he will never find forgiveneſs, nei- 
ther 
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ther in this world, nor in the world to come. See Matt. xii. 
31, 32. Mark iii, 28. Ananias and Sopphira, *tis ſaid, lyed 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and were by Peter's words both ſtruck 
down dead. AQts v. 1, 2. Witneſs alſo the remarkable caſe 
of Francis Spira. 


— —_— ä 


ArT. XVII. Of Predeſtination and Election. 


e. to life is the everlaſting purpoſe 
of God, whereby (before the foundations of 
the world were laid) he hath conſtantly decreed 
by his Counſel, ſecret to us, to deliver from curſe 
and damnation thoſe whom he hath choſen in 
Chriſt out of mankind, and to bring them by 
Chriſt to everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels made to 
honour. Wherefore they which be endued with 
ſo excellent a benefit of God, be called accord- 
ing to God's purpoſe by his Spirit working in due 
ſeaſon : they through grace obey the calling : 
they be juſtified freely: they be made ſons of 
God by adoption : they be made like the image of 
his only-begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt : they walk re- 
ligiouſly in good works, and at length, by God's 
mercy, they attain to everlaſting felicity. As the 


godly conſideration of Predeſtination, and our 


Election in Chriſt ; is full of ſweet, pleaſant, and 
unſpeakable comfort io godly perſons, and ſuch 
as feel in themſclves the working of the Spirit of 
Chriſt, mortifying the works of the fleſh, and their 
earthly members, and drawing up their mind to 
high and heavenly things ; as well becaule it doth 
greatly eſtabliſh and confirm their faith of eter- 


nal ſalvation, to be enjoyed through Chriſt, as 


D 2 becauſe 
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becauſe it doth fervently kindle their love towards 
God: So, for curious and carnal perſons, licking 
the Spirit of God, to have continually before their 
eyes the Sentence of God's Predeſtination, is 
a moſt dangerous downfall, whereby the Devil 
doth thruſt them either into deſperation, or into 
wretchleſſneſs of moſt unclean living, no leſs pe- 
rilous than deſperation. Furthermore, we muſt 
receive God's Promiſes in ſuch wiſe, as they be 
generally ſet forth to us in holy Scripture: And in 
our doings, that Will of God is to be followed, 
which we have expreſly declared unto us in the 
Word ot God, 


Predeſlination.] That there is ſuch a thing as Predeſtination, and 


that unto eternal life, is clearly proved from the word of God. 


See Matt. xx. 23.—xxiv. 2. Luke xii. 32.—xvii. 34. John vi. 
37. Acts xiii. 48. Rom. viii. 29, 30. 

From everlaſiing.] God's purpoſes were determined, as 
God certainly knew, before the world was made, who would 
be ſaved, and who would not, who would believe on his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, and who not, for it was determined before the 
foundation of the world, that zhey awho believed on Chriſt, ſhould 
be ſaved, Adds xvi. 31. John iii, 16. and that they who believed 
not, ſhould be damned. See John viii. 24. Mark xvi. 16. 

But to ſay that God had determined or predeſtinated the 
greater number of mankind. to be eternally damned, only to 
ſhew his ſovereign power (without any previous condition) or 
offer of mercy, is moſt ſhocking and dreadful to think on; 
and no where clearly to be proved from holy ſcripture, If the 
Potter hath power over the clay to mar it, and then to new 
mould it again, See Jer. xviii. 4, 5. certainly God, the heavenly 
potter, can do the ſame work for his own glory ; God willeth not 
that any ſhould periſh. Read Ezek. xviii. 32. 2 Pet. iii. 9.— 
That many die very ſuddenly, and many come to ſad and un- 


timely death is certain; but whether the Souls of thoſe perſons 
are eternally loſt, no man knoweth but God only, in wh:/ 


hands are the iſſues of life and death. Matt. x. 29, 30. His 
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Whem he hath choſen, &c.] God by his decree and counſel, 
ſecret to us, before the foundation of the world, hath choſen in 
Chrift out of mankind, a certain number unto eternal life and 
glory, ſee Rom. ix. 11, 12, 13.—24, 25. Eph. i. 4, 5, 6. | 

Are made conformable to the image of his Son, That he might 
be the firft born of many brethren. Rom. viii. 29. Again, Choſen 
according to the fore-knowledge of God the Father, through ſanfi- 


fication of the Spirit unto obedience, Nc. See 1 Pet. i. 2. Heb. 


xii. 24+ Again, Created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which 
Ged before ordained that we (Gentiles as well as Jews) ould 
walt in them. Eph. ii. 10. And that none of them ſhall periſh, 
but through God's mercy attain to everlaſting felicity. John x. 
28, Rom. viii. 30, 31. 1 Cor. xv. 49. 2 Tim. i. 9. 

That this doctrine is full of ſweet and unſpeakable comfort to the 


godly minded.) But note, The compilersof theſe articles were 


wiſe, as well as pious and holy men, for we may obſerve, that 
tho? the grace of election is aſſerted in this article, nevertheleſs 


ſeverity of reprobation is entirely left untouched upon. And as 


« abyſs, and it is to little purpoſe for any man, eſpecially young 
« miniſters, to puzzle themſelves, and others, about ſuch deep and 
6 dangerous myſteries.” But they adviſe and exhort, 

That we muſt receive God's promiſes of ſalvation and eter- 
pal life, as they be generally ſet forth to us in the holy ſcriptures, 
which is freely offered to all men, that will come and receive 
it by faith in Chriſt, See John iii. 15, 16.—vi. 37. Matt. vii. 
7 —Xi. 28. Acts. xvi. 31. And it is the duty as well as the 
intereſt of every one, ſo to receive thoſe promiſes for them- 
ſelves, and leave the iſſue of it to God; who would have all men 
come to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jeſus, repent and 
be ſaved, See Ezek. xxviii. 23, 3z.—Xxxiii. 11. 1 Tim. ii. 
4.-—iv. 10 And not one did ever truly repent of their fins (were 
they ever ſe heinous) and turned to the Lord, but they were freely 
forgiven, See 2 Chron. xxx. 12. John vi. 37. Luke xviii. 41. 

And though this is moſt comfortable to the elect,] who are called, 
choſen, and juſtified freely by God's grace, made ſons of God; 
and heirs of the kingdom of heaven. See Gal. iv. 4. 1 Theſſ. 
ii. 18. 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. Yet this is a dreadful downfall to others, 
who attend not to God's word and promiſes, whereby the Devil 
araſts them either into deſperation, or wicked, careleſs, and moſt” 
unclean living, &c. See Bp. Beveridge's Notes on this article, 


AxT 


a father ſaid, © The doctrine of Predeſtination is a bottomleſs 
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AzT XVIII. Of obtaining eternal Salvation only 
by the Name of Chriſt. 


HEY alſo are to be had accurſed, that pre- 

ſume to ſay, that every man ſhall be ſaved 

by the Law or Sect which he profeſſeth, ſo that 

he be diligent to frame his life according ro that 

Law, and the Light of Nature. For holy Scrip- 

ture doth ſet out unto us only the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, whereby men mult be ſaved, 


They are alſo to be had accurſed that preſume to ſay, &c.] That 
every man is ſafe, if he be careful to conduct his life according 
to the religion that he proſeſſeth. If this was true, which it is 
not, then all the heathen and idolatrous rations in the 
world would be ſavedz for there is no nation but what pro- 
feſs ſome ſort of religion, and worſhip ſome God, or many 
gods; as they did in old times, ſo they do now, Jews, Turks, 
Mahometans, Indians, &c. And theſe all expect to be eter- 
nally ſaved, as well as the chriſtians, But we have no ſuch 
warrant from God's word, but quite the reverſe, All err that 
worſhip not the true God; for there is but one true God, 
They worſhip the Beaß, the Devil, and the Falſe Prophet, 
Kc. Rev. xiii. $.—xx. 10. See their end. And the Beaſt, 
and the Falſe Prophet, the Kings of the earth, c. and all 
them that worſhip his Image, were caſt alive into the lake burning 

with fire and brimſlone. Rev. xix. 20. This was ſhewn unto 
St. John, of what certainly ſhould be in the end, 

The holy ſcripture teacheth that there is ſalvation in no 
other way, or name, but in the name of Jeſus Chriſt only. 
Chriſt himſelf hath declared it, ſaying, J am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life; life itſelf; and no man (let him profeſs 
what he will) comerh unto the Father but by me, John xiv. 6. 
And the Apoſtles alſo have confirmed this expreſly, ſaying, 
T here is ſalvation in no other but Chriſt, For there is none other 
name under heaven, given amongſt men, whereby aue muſt be ſaved, 
and our fins pardoned. See Acts iv. 12.—X. 43. compare 
1 John v. 11, 12. All the fathers are very expreſs in this 
particular article. See alſo Bp. Beveridge, Archdeacon Fes 
man, Sherlock on judgment, and article X. 


* 
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Art, XIX. Of the Church. 


HE viſible Church of Chriſt is a Congre- 

gation of faithful men, in the which the 
pure word of God is preached, and the Sacra- 
ments be duly miniſtered according to Chrift Or- 
dinance, in all thoſe things that of neceſſity are re- 
quiſite to the ſame. 
As the Church of Feruſalem, Alexandria, and 
Antioch, have erred, ſo alſo the Church of Rome 
hath erred, not only in their living and manner of 
Ceremonies, but alſo in matters of Faith. 


7 he wifible Church of Chrift is, c.] That God has, and 
ever had a Church in all ages of the World, is manifeſt from 
the Holy Scripture. The Jewiſh Religion was eftabliſhed by 
Meſes, 1500 years before Chriſt, as the books which the Jews 
had then in poſſeſſion of the law and the prophets, was written 
by men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Pet. 1. which all ſpeak 
of a Church, And that there is an inviſible Church, as well as 
a viſible, is alſo plain: the Church of Chriſt being partly 
viſible, and partly inviſible, The inviſible are all the elect, 
either now in Heaven, or on Earth, fighting their way through 
the enemy's country, though they be not ſeen or perfeQly 
known by ds. But Chriſt knoweth perfectly who are his. John 
xiii. 18.——x, 14.—We being many are one body in Chriſt, and 
members one of another. Rom. Xii. 4, 5. 1 Cor. x. 17. 
Eph. v. 25, 26. 

Are a Congregation of faithful men, &c,) Of all nations 
and languages, rich and poor, young and old, male and female: 
Theſe all help to make up Chriſt's viſible Church, and it has 
been ſo from the beginning of the world, is now, and will con- 
tinue, till all and every member of Chriſt is brought ſafe 
home to Glory. Gal. lit, 28, Acts xiii. 29. Rom. x. 4. 
Luke xiii. 28. Acts ii. 39.—x. 35. Rev. xiii, 8. Matt. 
xxvin. 10. 
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Where the pure word of God is preached, &c.) Theſe are the 
moſt ſure tokens of a true Church. For as one faith, It is 
« religion that maketh a Church, and not the Church that 
% makes Religion; but the Church is to be tried by her Re- 
«« fligion, and the viſible Church (for the inviſible one is not 
« here ſpoken of) which conſiſt ſolely of the Elect). But theſe 
« do maintain the Religion eſtabliſhed by Chriſt and his 
« Apoſtles, and alſo profeſs their belief in the Father, the 
„ Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, by baptizing their members in 
« his name, and celebrating that holy Supper, as Chrift ap- 
„pointed. And though ſome error may, and do happen as 
« mongſt them, yet this does not ſubvert the foundation of 
« the Church of Chriſt, which is founded upon a Rock ar 
* ſure.” See Matt. xvi. 18. Eph, ii. 20, 21. 1 Tim. iii. 
16. 1 Pet. i. 21. 

But the Church of Rome, Jeruſalem, Antioch, Qc.] have greatly 
erred, both in docttine and practice. The errors of the Church 
of Rome are innumerable ; profane, idol atrous, deviliſh, The 
Pope was firſt called Antichrift at Rheims, by the conncil 
there, under Hugh Capet. And Rome has been called Babylon, 
by St. Auguſtine, and Hierome and St. Barnard ſays, ** That 
«« they were hatefull both to Heaven and Earth.“ From Pope 
Martin I. to Pope John XXIII. growing from error to error, 
and fiom abomination to abomination, And though it is ſaid that 
Rome, aſter St. Paul had eſtabliſhed the goſpel there, kept the 
Faith free from errors for ſeveral ages; yet it became at Iength, 
and now is, a moſt Ioathſom fink of errors, and in. quity. And 
if we look into the heads of the Antichriſtian ſynogogues, we 
ſhall find them juſt the ſame, blind, ſunk in idolatry and unbe- 
lief, acting every kind of wickedneſs, | The very ſynagogue of 
Satan, as ſpoken of, Rev, iii. 9. 
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Anr. XX. Of the Authority of the Church. 


\HE Church hath power to decree Rites, or 
Ceremonies, and Authority in Controver- 
fies of Faith: And yet it is not lawful for the 


Church to ordain ay thing * is contrary to 
| God's 
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God's Word written, neither may it ſo expound 
one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to 
another. Wherefore although the Church be a 
witneſs and a keeper of holy Writ, yet as it 
ought not to decree any.thing againſt the ſame, 
ſo beſides the ſame ought it not to enforce any 
thing to be believed for neceſſity of ſalvation. 


The Church hath power to decree Rites, c.] By the Church, 
is here meant they who are veſted with Eccleſiaſtical Authority, 
whoſe buſineſs it is to take care that all things be done decently, 
and in order, according to the word of God, 1 Cor. xiv. 2. 
34, 40. And that the true Faith be preſerved, and all errors 
guarded againſt, as Paul writeth to Timothy. O Timothy, keep that 
ewhich is committed unto thee,— 4 Biſhop muſt beld faſt the faith- 


ful word according to ſound doctrine; that he may be able to ex- 


bort, and to reprove, with long ſuffering, &c, 1 Tim. iv. 6, 
7, 8,—vi. 12, 20. To guard againſt all falſe prophets, and 
evil workers. Phil. iii. 2. For many falſe prophets or teachers 
do creep in, and ſpread themſelves where-ever the true goſpel 
is preached ; and deceive many, Matt. xxiv. 23. 2 Pet. iii. 
17. Heb. vill. 9. : 

- The Church hath authority to judge in Controverſies of Faith, 
and to interpret and expound the wword of Ged, Sc.] © To in- 
6 terpret and expound the word of God aright, is a peculiar 
ce bleſſing, given only to the Church, that is, to thoſe faith- 
% ful miniſters whom God has choſen to the work, and not to 
„ every member.” Matt. xiii. 11. 1 Cor. xii. 7.—Xiv. 30. 
1 John ii. 20, 21,” 

It is not lawful for the Church to ordain any thing contrary to 
God's word.) Theſe are to be avoided, Rom. xvi. 7. Matt. 
xvii. 5. Addis x. 43. Search the ſcriptures. John v. 39. 
Thy word is truth, John xvii. 17. Ye ſhall put nothing unto the . 
word which I command you, neither ſhall ye diminiſh aught from 
it. Deut. iv. il, xii. 32. Rev. xxii. 18, Jreneus and Ig- 
natius, ſpeaking of the Church, ſay, Avoid thoſe corrupt 
« Trees, which bring forth deadly fruit: and St. Cyprian, We 
© muſt by no means depart from the precepts of the Goſpel, 
% We are not to follow the cuſtoms or commands of men, but 
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« the Truth, and commands of God,” See Rom. iii. 4. Alſo 
read Peter and John's boldneſs, Acts iv. 19, and St. Paul's, 
Gal. i. 9. See alſo Article vi. 


* ö * ä A TW — 
— al 


Ax r. XXI. Of the Authority of General Councils. 


ENERAL Councils may not be gathered 

rogether without the Commandment and 
Will of Princes. And when they be gathered 
together (foraſmuch as they be an Aſſembly 
of men, whereof all be not governed with the 
Spirit and Word of God), they may err, and 
ſometimes have erred, even in things pertaining 
_ unto God, Wherefore things ordained by them 
as neceſſary to ſalvation, have neither flrength 
nor authority, unleſs it may be declared that they 
be taken out of the holy Scripture. 


General Councils may not be gathered together, without the com- 
mandmen! of Princes, &c.)} © Great is the power and authority 
« of Kings and Princes by the Word of God, For as the de- 
«« fence of Religion is committed unto them: ſo muſt they 
«+ ſee that all men do their duties, either to the implanting of 
«: the Truth Where it is not, or the ſuppreſſing of fin and ido- 
% latry, wherever it appears.” Such Councils were held in the 
« time of the Moſaical government, by the command of the 
% moſt godly K. David, Solomon, Exzetiah, Jofiah, c.“ See 
1 Chron, xiii. 1, 2. 1 Kings viii. t, 2 Chron. xv. 9.— 
xxx. 4. And ſince the Goſpel, it hath been received into 
moſt Kingdoms and Commonyealths by Chriſtian Kings, Princes, 
and Emperors, And it follows that without the will of Kings 
or Princes, they cannot aſſemble Councils: but no general one was 
before that of Conſlantine the Great, who was born in this king- 
dom, by whoſe authority the Nicene Council was aſſembled. 
about 312 years after Chriſt's Nativity. And the Council cf 
Conftantineple by Theodefius the Elder, as alſo the following 
ones, were by the authority of the Emperors, See Rom. xiii. 1. 

where 
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where the Apoſtle exhorte, ſaying, Let every Soul be ſuhje to 
the higher powers : For there ii no power but of God, the pawers 
that be, are ordained of God. Rom. xiii. 11, 1 Pet. ii. 13. 

Whereof all nen be not governed by the Spirit of God, they 
may err. ] This has too often been the caſe. Biſhops and Deacons, 
&c. are ſtill but men, as well when they ate in a Council, as 
when they are out of it, liable to weakneſſes and imperie&ions 
of human nature, ſo it is no wonder that they ſhould err, and 
it is manifeſt they do, and have greatly crred, and that in 
things pertaining unto God and Chriſt. See John ix, 22.—xii, 
42, 47: Matt. xxvii. 63. Mark xiv. 53, 55. Ads iv. 5, 
6, 18. Therefore, ſays Ignatius, If any man ſpeak to you 
« without Jeſus Chriſt, ſtop your ears againſt ſuch councils,” 
See Field on the Church, Jewel's Apol. Article 6 
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ArT. XXII. Of Purgatory, 


HE Romiſh Doctrine concerning Purga- 


tory, Pardons, Worſhipping and Adoration 
as well of Images as of Reliques, and alſo Invo- 
cation of Saints, is a fond thing vainly invented, 


and grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but 
rather repugnant to the Word of God. 


Concerning Purgatory, Qc.] It is granted, as well by the 
Romiſh, the falſe Church, as by the true Church of God, 
that no unclean thing can enter into the kingdom of God; 
and becauſe all men either have been, or ſtill are unclean, 
therefore they muſt be purged from fin. But in the manner of 
purging from ſin, the Romaniſt and true Church widely differ, 
as is clearly to be proved from God's Ward, 

The Romiſh Church ſay, it muſt be in purgatory that the 
ſouls of men muſt be thoroughly cleanſed and fitted for heaven: 
held in the Council of Trent. And that this place of Purga- 
tory is in a certain place in Hell; and that Prayers, Maſſes, and 


Invocations muſt be continually offered for them.—See thei 
Manual of Prayers. 
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The word of God ſays, that we, the true Church of Chriſt, 
muſt, and ſhall be cleanſed from all our fins, before we depart 
this life ; for Chriſt loyed the Church, and gave himſelf for it, 
that he might purify and cleanſe it with the waſhing of water, 
by the word; Eph. v. 26. John xv. 3. Again it is ſaid, Je are 
waſhed, ye are ſanctiſied, ye are juſtified in the name of Jeſus 
Cbriſt; whoſe blood cleanſeth us from all fin, both inward and out- 
ward. See Heb. ix, 14. John i. 7. 1 Cor. vi. 11. Again, 
Bleſſed are the dead who die in the Lord, (in the faith of Chriſt) 
from henceforth : Yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
their Labour, Rev. xiv. 13. Here is not one word of Purga- 
tory : That there is a narrow-way, and a broad-way ; a place of 
happine/i and of torment ; See Matt. vii. 13, 14. and Luke 
xvi. 20, but no middle ſtate. But all that believe in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt ſhall receive remiſſion of ſins, and ſhall never 
come into condemnation, neither here, nor hereafter, See Rom, 
viii. 1. X. 11. John iii. 18. Acts iv, 12.—X 43. 

And Clement, of Alexandria, ſays, He who receives the 
«« angel of repentance here, ſhall not repent when he leaves 
« this body; neither ſhall he be aſhamed when he beholds his 
« Saviour coming in Glory, with all his heavenly hoſt : nei- 
«« ther ſhall he be afraid of the fire of Hell; which is prepared 
« for the Devil and his Angels.” And St. Cyprian ſays, 
«© There is no confeſſion in Hell: as the Tree falls ſo it will be. 
« Eccl. ix. 3.“ Sil ling fret Idolatry of the Church of Rome. 

Of Pardon, or Indulgencies ; Wor ſhipping of Images, &fc, 
* This doctrine concerning Pardons, &c. is a groſs invention 
of the Church of Rome, contrary to God's word; by which the 
«« Pope raiſes immenſe ſums of money, out of the ſuperabun- 
% dant merits of Chriſt, and the Saints; who beftows it on 
+ whomfoever he pleaſes, and as much of thefe merits as he 
„ thinks fits; for the remiſſion of ſuch puniſhments as remain 
to be inflited ; and this is called Indulgence.”* Archdeacon 
Welchman. And in the worſhipping of Images they now would 
fain clear themſelves from the charge of Idolatry, making a 
difference between an ab/elute and a relative worſhip, But God 


It ie incredible to think what an immenſe ſum the Pope raiſes in the 
time of Lent, by allowing * who can pay for it, to eat meat in that 
Seaſons 
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ſaid, Thou ſhalt not make any graven Image, or the likeneſs of 
any thing that is in heaven above or in the earth beneath, to bow 
down thyſelf unto them, Exod, xx. 4, 5. Whence then comes 
the cuſtom of paying adoration to the relics of the Saints ? when 
they themſelves, while on Earth, abhorred, and ſtrictiy forbad 
it. See Acts x. 25, 26. Acts xiv. 15. Yea, the Angel of 
God forbad St. John to worſhip him. Rev. xix. 10. 

. Inroocations of Saints, contrary to God's word, To conclude 
with St. James i. 6, © All invocation is vain where there is 
« no Faith; and ſince there can be no faith where there is no 
« word of God to ſupport it, it follows that the invocation of 
« Saints muſt be a vain and wicked thing.” There is but one 
mediator betaween God and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 1 Tim. 
ii. 5. Who ever liveth to make interceſſion for his people, Heb, 
vii. 25. The Patriarchs of old, Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, David, 
Daniel, and all the Prophets, as well as the Apoſtles and 
Primitive Fathers, and all holy Men, made their prayers unto 
God the Father, thro? Jeſus Chriſt. See Pſal. 1. 15. Matt, vii. 
11. Luke xi. 13, Gen. xxvi. 25.—xxxii. 9. Dan. ix. 
16. Acts x. 2.—xvi. 25. Lord, grant us grace ever to do 
the ſame, by their worthy examples. Amen. 


— 


ART. XXIII. Of Miniſtering in the Congregation. 


T is not lawful for any man to take upon him 
the office of publick preaching, or miniſter- 
ing the Sacraments in the Congregation, before 
he be lawfully called and ſent to execute the ſame. 
And thoſe we ought to judge lawfully called and 
ſent, which be choſen and called to this work by 


men who have publick authority given unto them - 


in the congregation to call and ſend Miniſters into 
the Lord's vineyard. 


It is not lawful for any Man, &c.] Publickly to preach, Ce. 
but ſuch as are authoriſed thereonto. This is clear from the 


Old Teſtament as well as from the New. The holy men of 


old 
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old were both called, and commanded by God himſelf to 
preach the word, or they dared not do ſo : we read of Samuel, 
Jeremiah, Jonah, John Baptiſt, and Jeſus Chrift himſelf, who 
alſo ſent out their diſciples to preach Repentance and Remiſſion 
of Sins, and to heal all manner of diſeaſes. See John i. 6 
—XX. 21. Matt. x. 5, 8. Luke ix. 1.—x, 1. 

Lawfully called and choſen.) God bath ordained in his Church, 
faith Paul, ſome Apoſiles, ſome Prophets, Jome Paſtors and Teachers, 
Sc. 1 Cor. xii. 28. Eph. iv. 11. And theſe publickly to 
preach the Word before all men, as Chriſt himſelf did. See 
Luke iv. 15. Acts iv. 1, 17. 1 Cor. ix. 16, 17. 

The Sacraments not to be adminiſtered but by men lanufully 
called.) As Chriſt gave his Diſciples and Apoſtles power to 
preach the Word, be alſo gave them authority to baptize and 
adminiſter the Sacraments. Luke xxii. 19. 1 Cor. xi. 24, 
25, Acts ii. 28. So all the Miniſters of the Word and Sa- 
craments, are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, and Miniſters of God. 2 
Cor. v. 20,—vi. 4. The Apoſtles in their days ordained 
Biſhops and Preſbyters, and the Biſhops. from thenceforth 
ordained others to the miniſtry, to feed the Church of God, 
purchas'd by the blood of Chriſt. See Heb. v. 4. No man 
taketh this honour upon himſelf but he that is called of God, as 
was Aaron, to the Prieſt's office. For this cauſe (ſaith Paul to 


Titus) left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order the things 


that are wanting, and ordain Elders in every City as I had ap- 
pointed thee. Tit. i. 5 And allo to be careful io make ſpecial 
choice of wiſe, ſober, and diſcreet men; Of gifts, able to divide 
the word of God aright, to the uſe of all edifying, &c. See Acts 
i. 23.—Xiv. 23. 1 Tim. iv. 14.—iii. 2. Pet. v. 3. Tit. 
j. 7,——This Article ſeems to have been levelled againſt thoſe 
whom we call Lay Preachers; men who are not called and choſen 


to the miniſtry, by Eccleſiaſtical authority. See Field on the 


Church, 98 Lleyd of Church Government, &c, 


2 — * 8 n 
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A. XXIV. Of ve 7 in abe Congregation in 
ſuch a Tongue as the People underſtandetb. 


T is a thing plainly repugnant to the Word of 
God, and the cuſtom of the Primitive Church, 
to 


* 
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to have publick Prayer in the Church, or to mini- 
ſter the Sacraments, in a Tongue not underſtanded 
of the People. 


To preach in a Tongue ut underſtood.] This would be of very 
little, or rather of no uſe to the people aſſembled, « Since 
« all divine worſhip is rather an act of the mind than of the 
« body; it follows then, that the worſhip in which the mind is 
« not employed, is impious and abſurd.” Archdeacon Welch- 
man. If I know not the meaning of the voice, ſai h Paul, 7 ſhall 
be unto him that ſpeaketh a Barbarian ; and be that fpeaketh will 
be a Barbarian unto me. 1 Cor. xiv. 11. For to ſpeak, or 
preach in a ſtrange Language not underſtood by the hearers, 
profiteth not the congregation : Zdifieth not the weak, inſiructeth 
not the ignorant ; as is the intent of all preaching ; but is rather 
an offence to the hearers, and bringeth contempt on religion, 
I would rather ſpeak five words in the Church, ſaith St. Paul, 
with my under/landing, that by my voice I might teach others alſo, 
than ten thouſand words in an unknown Tongue. 1 Cor. xiv. 19. 
Fuſtin Martyr, Tertullian, Origen, and St. Cyprian, agree to this 


article, in their epiſtles. See alſo Homily on the Common Prayer, | 


and Sacrament, &c, 


— 


2 — 


Axr. XXV. Of the Sacraments. 


ACRAMENTS ordained of Chriſt be not 
only badges or tokens of Chriſtian men's Pro- 
feſſion : but rather they be certain ſure witneſſes, 
and effectual figns of grace, and God's good will 
toward us, by the which he doth work inviſibly in 
us, and doth not only quicken, but alto ſtrengthen 
and confirm our faith in him. 
There are two Sacraments ordained of Chriſt 
our Lord in the Goſpel, that is to ay, Baptiſm, 
and the Supper of the Lord. 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe five commonly called Sacraments, that 
is to ſay, Confirmation, Penance, Orders, Matri- 
mony, and Extreme Unction, are not to be counted 
for Sacraments of the Goſpel, being ſuch as have 
grown, partly of the corrupt following of the 
Apoſtles, partly are ſtates of life allowed in the 
Scriptures ; but yet have not like nature of Sacra- 
ments with Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, for 
that they have any not vilible ſign or ceremony or- 
dained of God. 

The Sacraments were not ordained of Chriſt 
to be gazed upon, or to be carried about; but 
that we ſhould duly uſe them. And in ſuch only, 
as worthily receive the ſame, they have a wholeſome 
effect or operation: but they that receive them 
unworthily, purchaſe to themſelves damnation, as 


Saint Paul ſaith. 


Sacraments be not only Badges and Tokens, but rather they be 
certain ſure witneſſes and effetual figns ef God's Grace, c.] 
They are indeed tokens by which Chriſtians are known and 
diſtinguiſhed from Jews, Turks, or Infidels. And moreover, 
they be viſible figns of an inviſible Grace; and do really con- 
vey that Grace of which they be ſigns, to thoſe who receive 
them worthily, that is, with an humble, penitent, believing heart; 
ſeeing themſelves the moſt unworthy. Theſe, by the grace of the 
holy Spirit aſſiſting them, do really and truly receive the thing 
fignified by this bleſſed Sacrament, that is, the remiſſion of 
fins, and other ſpecial graces from the Lord. See Acts x. 47. 
Matt. xxviii. 26. But not all, do receive this: And theſe bleſ- 
ſings are witneſſed to the real believer's heart by the ſealing of 
the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. viii. 16. The Cup of bling which 
wwe bleſi, faith St, Paul, is it not the Communion of the Blood of 
Chriſt ? The Bread which aue break, is it not the cemmunion of the 
Body of Chrit? 1 Cor. x. 16. And, {hat be might ſanctiſy and 
cleanſe it with the waſhing of Water by the Word, Eph. v. 26, 27. 


Two 
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Two Sacraments.) It is plain from Scripture that Chriſt inſti- | 

- tuted only two Sacraments, that is, Baptiſm and the Supper of the of 
Lord, ſo called. For to theſe only do the dignity of Sacra- 11 

ments agree. See Matt. xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 18. 1 Cor. 0 

xi. 23, 24, 25, 26.— The other five, commonly called Sa- 

craments, viz. Confirmation, Penance, Orders, Matrimony, and 

Extreme Undion, theſe the Papiſts allow to be Sacraments, but 

our Church doth not allow them; becauſe not inſtituted as ſach, 
either by our Lord, or his Apoſtles. Yet they are to be uſed 

in their proper places by us, and not to be abuſed, And St. 

Paul ſaith, that he who eateth the Bread, or drinketh the | 

Cup of the Lord unworthily, that is without Faith, is guilty r 

of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 1 Cor. xi. 17. This the | 

ancient Church and primitive Fathers moſt of them agree to. 


As St. Auguſtine, St. Chryſaſtom, &c. See Homily on the Sa- 
crament. 
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Ak r. XXVI. Of the Unworthineſs of the Miniſters, 
which hinders not the Effect of the Sacraments. 


LTHOUGH in the viſible Church the evil 
be ever mingled with the good, and ſome- 
times the evil have the chief authority in the mini- 
ſtration of the Word and Sacraments : yet foraſ- 
much as they do not the ſame in their own name 
but in Chriſt's, and do miniſter by his com- 
miſſion and authority, we may uſe their Miniſtry, 
both in hearing the word of God, and in the re- 
ceiving of the Sacraments, Neither is the effect 
of Chriſt's ordinance taken away by their wicked- 
neſs, nor the grace of God's gifts diminiſhed from 
ſuch as by faith, and rightly, do receive the Sa- 
craments miniſtered unto them ; which be effec- 
tual, becauſe of Chriſt's inſtitution and promiſe, 
_although they be miniſtered by evil men. 
F Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, it appertaineth to the diſcipline 
of the Church, that enquiry be made of evil Mi- 
niſters, and that they be accuſed by thoſe that 
have knowledge of their Offences; and finally 
being found guilty, by juſt Judgment be depoſed. 


The evil being ever mingled with the good, c.] Even in the 
Chu ch of Chriſt : the tares are mixed with the wheat. Yet 
we are to obſerve, the miniſters of the word of God do not 
adminiſter their own, but Chriſt's Sacraments: and the congre- 
gation in receiving them hath reſpe& unto Chriſt himſelf, and 
not to the miniſter that deals the Bread and Wine, and there- 
fore it receiveth them not ſo much from the hand of the mini- 
ſter as from Chriſt himſelf, as to the virtue and efficacy of them. 
Yet a true and faithful miniſter will certainly, by his earneſt 
prayer to God, cauſe the Lord more powerfully to bleſs the 

means,—St. Auguſtine ſaith, A miniſter, that is, a diſpenſer 
« of the Word and Sacraments of the Goſpel, if he be a good 
« man, is an aſſociate with the Goſpel ; but if he be a bad 
«« man, he is not a diſpenſer of the Goſpel. Judas preached 
the Goſpel, as well as Peter and John, becauſe he was ſo com- 
manded of Chriſt; yet he was a bad man. Matt. x. 1, 12. And 
the Scribes and Phariſees ſat in Maſes's feat. And therefore 
whatſoever they bid you obſerve, ſaid our Lord, that obſerve 
and ao + but de noi after thiir works, for they Jay and do not. 
Matt. xxlii. 2, 3. 

Neither is the ſfect of Chriſis ordinanee taken away by, Sc.] 
Some preach Chriſt even of envy and ſtrife; and ſome alſo of 
good will and love, ſo Chriſt is preached ſaith St. Paul, and I 
do therein rejoice. Phil. i. 15.—18. * For neither is he that 
« planteth any thing, or he that watereth, but God that giveth 
« the increaſe.” 1 Cor. iii. 17, 

As appertaining to diſcipline.] Againſt an Elder receive not an ar- 
cuſation, but before two or three witneſſes, c. Ard if found 
guilty, ſhould be reproved. See 1 Tim, v. 19. 


Air. 
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ART. XXVII. Of Baptiſm. 


APTISM is not only a ſign of profeſſion, 
and mark of difference, whereby Chriſtian 


men are diſcerned from others that be not Chriſ- 


tened : but it is alſo a ſign of Regeneration or 
new Birth, whereby, as by an inſtrument, they 
that receive Baptiſin rightly are grafted into the 
Church: the promiſes of forgivenefs of Sin, and 
of our adoption to be the ſons of God by the 
Holy Ghoſt, are viſibly ſigned and ſealed : faith 
is confirmed, and grace increaſed by virtue of 
prayer unto God. The Baptiſm of young children 
is in any wiſe to be retained in the Church, as moſt 
agreeable with the inſticution of Chriſt, 


Baptiſm, Se.) % Baptiſm is taken from a Greek word, 
« which ſignifies waſhing, or immerſing in water, and whether 
„ the Sacrament of Baptiſm be adminiſtered by ſprinking or 
„ dipping. in water, is immaterial ; both point out to us, the 
% grace which is conferred by this Sacrament ; for as the filth 
« of the body is cleanſed by water, ſo are the ſtains of the 
ſoul by the remiſſion of fins.” See Heb. x. 22. And as the 
two Sacraments, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, have been 
treated on in the 25th article, I need ſay the leſs here, only refer 
to the proofs ; as every child who has learned the Catechiſm, 


can tell the meaning of theſe two Sacraments ; that they be | 


outer viſible ſigns of inward and ſpiritual grace. 
' Baptiſm is not only à fin of profeſſion, but a fien and ſeal of 
regeneration or the new birth of Chriſtians.) Whereby, they are 
ingraſted into Chrift ; have the promiſe of remiſſion of fins ; are 
made children of Ged by faith, and heirs of the ing dom of Heaven, 
See Gal, iii. 26, 27. Tit. iii. 5. 1 Cor. xii. 13. Acts ii. 
38, 41. Matt. xvi. 16. Acts. xxil. 16. | 
Of young Chilaren.] Infants and young Children, as well as 
adult perſons, by the word of God, are to be baptizd. Bap- 
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| 44 

| tiſm is unto us Chriſtians, the ſame as Circumciſion to the Jews. 
| The children of Jews were circumciſed, ſo the children or in- 
' fants of Chriſtians are to be baptized. Forbid them not, ſaid 
| 


our bleſſed Lord, for of ſuch is the kingdom of Heaven. Matt. 
xiii. 14. Mark x, 14. See alſo Matt. xxvii. 19. 1 Cor. vii. 14. 


oF 


Arr. XXVIII. Of the Lord's Supper. 


"I HE Supper of the Lord is not only a ſign 

of the love that Chriſtians ought to have 
among themſelves one to another ; but rather is a 
Sacrament of our redemption by Chirſt's death : 
Inſomuch that to ſuch as rightly, worthily, and 
with faith receive the ſame, the bread which we 
break, is a partaking of the body of Chriſt; and 
likewiſe the cup of bleſſing is a partaking of the 
blood of Chriſt. 

Tranſubſtantiation (or the change of the ſub- 
ſtance of bread and wine) in the Supper of the 
Lord, cannot be proved by holy Writ; but is 
repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, over- 
throweth the nature of a Sacrament, and hath 
given occaſion to many ſuperſtitions. 

The body of Chriſt is given, taken, and eaten 
in the Supper, only after an heavenly and ſpiritual 
manner. And the mean whereby the body of 
Chriſt is received and eaten in the 8 is 
Faith. 

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not 
by Chriſt's ordinance reſerved, carried about, lifted 
up, or worſhipped. 


' The Supper of the Lord] Is a fign of the mutual love that 
Chriſtians ought to have to each other, and that intimate friend- 
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ſhip, which is or ought to ſubſiſt amongſt all profeſſing Chriſti- 
ans: For, as St. Paul ſaith, Ve, being many, are one bread, and 
one body, for we are all partakers of that one Bread, 1 Cor. x. 
17, 20, 21. that came down from heaven, John vi. 33, 51. 1 
. The Lord's Supper is a Sacrament of our redemption, by Chrift's i 
death ;] To them who receive the ſame worthily by faith. See il 
the proofs. Matt. xxvi. 27, 28. Luke xxii. 19, 20. Mark 1 
xiv. 24. and 1 Cor. xi. 24, 28. 2 Cor. xii. 5. The cup | 
« of bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the communion of the 
« blood of Chriſt ?”” (faith Jaſin Martyr.) © received after a 
« heavenly and ſpiritual manner,” John vi. 56. 
Tran/ub/lantiation.) Or the change of the ſubſtance of Bread 
and Wine in' the Supper of the Lord, is utterly falſe and a 
moſt abſurd notion, for reaſon or common ſenſe to think of, 
and. intirely repugnant to the plain word of Scripture. See 
Matt. xxvi. 29. Mark xiv. 25. Chriſt's real body, faith Peter, 
is in heaven, and not in the Sacrament, And Paul faith, 
As often as ye eat this Bread (not Chriſt's real Body), and drink 
this Cup (not Chriſt's real blood), ye do few the Lord's death 
till he comes. 1 Cor. xi. 20, 26. See alſo Mark xiv, 22, 23. 
The mean whereby the Body of Chrift is received, is Faith; and 
this Sacrament was not by Chriſt's ordinance reſerved, nor to be 
carried about, or lifted up (as the Papiſts do), but to be eat and 
drank, in remembrance of Chrift, as he commanded us. See 


Luke xxii. 19. So ſaith Irenæus, Tertullian, St. Cyprian, &c. 
See alſo Homily on the Sacrament, 
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Ar. XXIX. Of the Wicked, which do not eat the 
Body of Chriſt, in the Uſe of the Lord's Supper. 


K hh E wicked, and ſuch as be void of a lively 1 
faith, although they do carnally and viſibly 1} 
preſs with their teeth (as St. Auguſtine faith) the 
Sacrament of the body and blood of Chriſt : yet 
in no wiſe are they partakers of Chriſt : but rather, 
to their condemnation, do eat and drink the ſign 
or Sacrament of ſo great a thing. 
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The wicked, Qc.] The promiſed bleGog to be received in.this 
S:crament, is by Faith: but the wicked have no Faith, and 
therefore they eat and drink to their own condempation, as 
Paul doth plainly tell us, 1 Cor. xi. 28, 29. x. 21. Again, 
they lack the wedding garment, which is Faith, fc. Matt. xxii. 
21. They are not members of Chriſt's Church, Eph. iv. 
15. And they have no promiſe of heavenly refreſhment, 
being without Faith. John vi. 34. Therefore they procure 
unto themſelves moſt heavy puniſhments, diſeaſes, death of the 
body, and eternal death to the ſou]. 1 Cor. xi. 29. 


F 


Art. XXX. Of both kinds. 


T H E Cup of the Lord is not to be denied to 

the Lay- people: fer both the parts of the 
Lord's Sacrament, by Chriſt's ordinance and com- 
mandment, ought to be miniſtered to all Chriſtian 
men alike, 


If the Bread and the Cup was not to be given to all Chriſtian 
Men and Women, how are they to few the Lord's dzath till 
he come? Luke xxii. 20. But it is to be given to all, as is 
clear from the following texts of Scripture, Matt. xxvi. 26, 
27, Mark xiv. 22. Luke xxii. 19, 1 Cor. x, 16.—xi, 
25. See Ignatius, Juſtin Martyr, St. Cyprian, &c, who all agree 
to the ſame. | 
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ſaid, that the Prieſt did offer Chriſt for the quick 


Ak r. XXXI. Of the one Oblation of Cbriſt fini- 
ſhed upon the Creſs. 


HE Offering of Chriſt once made, is that 

perfect Redemption, Propitiation, and Satiſ- 
faction for all the ſins of the whole world, both 
original and actual; and there is none other ſatiſ- 
faction for ſin, but that alone. Wherefore the 
facrifice of Maſſes, in the which it was commonly 


and 
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and dead, to have remiſſion of pain or guilt, are 
blaſphemous fables, and dangerous deceits, 


l 

* 

N 

The offering of Chriſt, c.] © Since the offering of Chriſt 

« which wes once made upon the Croſs, is a ſufficient ſatiſ- | 
« ſaction for fin; then there is no occaſion for any other; and 
« fince it is perfect for redemption, it need not be repeated.“ ' 
Heb. x. 10. Ve are ſandtiſed throogh the offiring of the f 
Body of Chriſt, once for all. And he is the propitiation for our k 
fins ; and not fir ours only, but alſo for the ſint of the whole world, 1 
1 John ji. 2. See Art. 2. Ignatiut ſays, “ the paſſion of Chrilt : 
« js our Re/urredion, for by his paſſion he hath reconciled us to 
& God, and truly ſaved us; ſays Irenzus.” See Acts xx. 28. 
Rom. x. 6, Gal. iii. 13. John i. 29. 1 Pet. iii. 18. 
The ſacrifice of Maſſes, is moſt ſhocking and abſurd, a moſt 
blaſphemous fable, invented by the Papiſts, and a dangerous 
deceit, contrary to Gods Word, 1 Pet. i. 18. Heb. xi. 6, 
« Thanks be to God, we and our Brethern have abandoned 


« their Maſſes,” ſaith Baſil, Ch. xix. 21.—Archdeacen Welch- 


— 


ART. XXXII. Of the Marriage of Prieſts. 


DISHOPS, Prieſts, and Deacons, are not 

commanded by God's Law, either to vow 
the eſtate of ſingle life, or to abſtain from Mar- 
riage : Therefore it is lawful for them, as for all 4 
other Chriſtian men, to marry at their own diſ- 


cretion, as they ſhall judge the ſame to ſerve bet- 
ter to godlineſs. 


. 
1 


It is moſt plain and lawful by the Word of God, for Bi hops. o 
Prieſts, or Deacons, to marry at their diſcretion. In the Old IM 
Teſtament commandment is given to the Prieſts to chuſe them- : 
ſelves wives. See Lev. xxi, 7. xxii, 1. 1 Sam. iii, 13. Alſo q 
in the New Teſtament, from Zacharias, Luke i. 1, And by 
the example of the Apoſtles. Marriage is honourable among all 
men. Heb. Xiit. 4. 1 Cor. viii. 2*—ix. 5. 1 Tim. iti. 11. 


ART. 


N 
; 
; 
| 
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Art, XXXIII. Of excommunicate Perſons, bow 


they are to avoided, 


HAT Perſon, which, by open denunciation 

of the Church, is rightly cut off from the 
unity of the Church, and excommunicated, ought 
to be taken of the whole multitude of the faith- 
ful, as an Heathen and Publican, until he be openly 
reconciled by penance, and received into the 
Church by a Judge that hath authority thereunto. 


Since the Church of Chriſt is a company of holy perfons, 
ſubje& to Chriſt, as their living head; what then can be more 
equitable and rigbt, than that ſuch perfons as walk diſorderly, 
and by their notorious crimes become a ſcandal to the Chriſtian 
name, ſhould be excommunicated, and driven out from the 
communion of the Church, and looked upon as heathen men : 
fince they live heatheniſh lives, and it 1s the duty of all good 
and godly chriſtians 1 avoid the company of ſuch, that they may 
be aſhamd. 2 Theſſ. iii. 6, 14. St. Paul alſo warneth the 
Church of Corirth, how to behave toward ſuch. See 1 Cor. 
v. 3» 4» 5. and again v. 11, 13. be repent, receive bim 
again as a brother; but, if he negle to hear the Chureh, let him 
be unto thee as a heathen man, and à publican. Matt. xviii. 17. 
So ſaith St. Cyprian: © Depart, I beſeech you, from ſuch per- 
4e ſons, and acquieſce in the advice you have from us.“ 


— — —c — 


AzxT. XXXIV. Of the Traditions of the Church. 


T is not neceſſary that Traditions and Cere- 
monies be in all places one, or utterly like; 
for at all times they have been divers, and may 
be changed according to the diverſity of countries, 
times, and men's manners, ſo that nothing be 
| ordained 
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ordained againſt God's Word. Whoſoever through 
his private judgement, willingly and purpoſely 
doth openly break the Traditions and Ceremonies 
of the Church, which be not repugnant to the 
Word of God, and be ordained and approved 
by common authority, ought to be rebuked openly 
(that others may fear to do the like) as he that 
offendeth againſt the common order of the Church, 
and hurteth the authority of the Magiſtrate, and 
woundeth the conſciences of the weak brethren. 
Every particular or national Church hath au- 
thority to ordain, change, and aboliſh ceremonies 
or rites of the Church, ordained only by man's 
authority, ſo that all things be done to edifying. 


Tradition and Ceremonies.) If a neceſſity were laid upon the 
Church of God, to obſerve the ſame Tradition and Ceremonies 
at all times and Places, then the ceremonies, &c. of the Old 
Law had remained, and not been aboliſhed ; but we find the 
Apoſtles themſelves gave precedents of altering them as place or 
conveniency did ſuit. Acts vi. 14, 46. Gal. xi. 3. Acts 
xiii. 14, 17.—“ Rights and Ceremonies are matters indif- 
«*« ferent in themſelves ; but when they are eſtabliſhed by autho- 
„ rity of the Church, they ought to be obſerved by all, upon 
« the account of the reverence due to that authority, which is 
«« derived from God; who hath commanded us to obey them, who 
&« have the rule over us, Ic.“ Heb, xiii, 17. (“ He who acts 
« otherwiſe, is a Schiſmatick,”) Archdeacon Welchman. Aud 
ſuch ought to be rebuked openly, that others may fear. For 
though great is the privilege of the Church and people of 
God, as touching rights and ceremonies ; yet the Church not- 
withſtanding, and every member thereof in his place, is bound 
by law of conſcience to obſerve all thoſe ceremonies which are 
lawful, and not repugnant to the word of God. Let all things 
be done decently and in order, and to the uſe of edifying, 1 Cor. 
xiv. 40. And follow after the things that make for peact. Rom. 
xiv. 19. 1 Pet. ii. 13. | 
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* ART. XXXV. 


EXPLICATION or Tun 


Of the Homilies. 


HE ſecond Book of Homilies, che ſeveral | 


titles whereof we 


have joined under this 


Article, doth contain a godly and wholſome doc- 
trine, and neceſſary for theſe times, as doth the 
former Book of Homilics, which were ſet forth 
in the time of Edward the Sixth; and therefore 
we judge them to be read in Churches by the Mi- 
niſters, diligently and diſtinctly, that they may be 
underſtanded of the people. 


Of the Names 


F the right Uſe 
of the Church. 


2 Againſt Peril of Ido- 
latry. 

3 Of repairing and keep- 
ing clean of Churches. 

3 Of good works: Firſt, 
of Faſting. 

4 Againſt Gluttony and 
Drunkenneſs. 


6 Againſt Exceſs of Ap- 
| 116 Of the Gift of the 


parel. 
7 Of Prayer. | 
8 Of the Placeand Time 
of Prayer. 
9 That Common Prayer 
and Sacraments ought 


of the Homilies. 


known tongue. 
10 Of the reverent eſtima 
tion of God's Word. 
11 Of Alms-deeds. 


12 Of the Nativity of 


| Chnſt. 
13 Of the Paſſionof Chriſt. 
14 Of the Reſurrection of 
"Chit, 
15 Of the worthy receive- 
ing the Sacrament. - 


Holy Ghoſt, 
17 Of Rogation Days. 


[18 Of Matrimony. 


19 Of Repentance. 
20 Againſt Idleneſs. 


to be miniſtered in a 


21 Againſt Rebellion. 


As touching this Article, it is not whether theſe Homilies contain fournd 
and wheleſome Doctrine, but whether they may be read in the open Church. 


3 


Second 


nd 
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Second Book of Homilies, &c.) In this article, the doctrine 
contained in the Books of the Homilies is aſſerted in oppoſition 
to the Romani/is, who have condemned them as heretical; and 
the reading them in Churches is approved of, in oppoſition to 
the Puritans, who have contended that nothing ought to be 
publick!y read in Churches beſides the holy ſcriptures, which is 
an error eaſily to be confuted, witneſs St. Paul's Epiſtles ; ſee 
Rom. i. 15.—x. 8. See alſo Whitgift*s Defence, 

[f nothing but the plain ſcriptures were to be read in 
Churches, there would be an end at once of all ſermon preach- 
ing both written and extempore: except a miniſter expounds 
as well 2s preaches, he would very little edify his hearers, 

„] cannot but magnify the goodneſs of God for all good 
« means to bring us unto Faith, and ſo unto Salvation; but 
6 eſpecially for the written-labours of holy and learned men, 
« whoſe writings in all ages not only have been approved of, 
% but likewiſe uſed and read in the moſt ſacred aſſemblies. In 
&« the primitive Church were publickly read the Epiſtles of C/e- 
« mentus Hermes, Calvin's Sermons, the Homilies of the fathers, 
% and many other godly books, St. Paul preached the goſpel 
&« as well by his writings as his ſpeaking ; and he encourages 
« his Son Timo hy to do the ſame.” 1 Tim. iv. 6.-16. The 
DoArine contained in the Homilies is not only ſound, but they 


greatly confirm the teſtimonies of the Fathers. Tho. Rogers, 
Archdeacon Welchman, 


—_ 


— 


ArT. XXXVI. Of the Conſecration of Biſhops 


and Miniſters. 


HE Book of Conſecration of Archbiſhops 


and Biſhops, and Ordering of Prieſts and 


Deacons, lately ſet forth in the time of Edward 


VI. and confirmed at the ſame time by authority 
of Parliament, doth contain all things neceſſary to 
ſuch Conſecration and Ordering; neither hath it 
any thing that of itſelf is ſuperſtitious and un- 
godly. And therefore whoſoever are conſecrated 

G 2 | or 
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or ordered according to the rites of that book, 
ſince the ſecond year of the forenamed King Ed- 
ward, unto this time, or hereafter ſhall be conſe- 
crated or ordered according to the ſame rites, we 
decree all ſuch to be rightly, orderly, and law- 
fully conſecrated and ordered. 


Conſccration of Biſhopt, c.] Is agreeable' to the word of 
God, and practice of the primitive Church; that there ſhould 
be Archbiſhop+, Biſhops, Preſbyters, and ſuch like differences and 
inequalities of Ecclefiaſtical Miniſters was begun by, and eſta- 
bliſhed in the Apoſtles days, who themſelves were in dignity 
above the Evangeliſts, and the 70 diſciples (ſent out to preach 
the Goſpel) ; and held the authority in and over the Churches 
as the 12 Patriarchs, who alſo eſtabliſhed eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy. 
So we find that James was Biſhop of Jeruſalem; Peter, of An- 
tioch 3 John, of the Afatic Churches; Mark, of Alexandria; 
Timothy, of Epheſus and all Aa; Titus, of Crete, of Pbilippi; 
Ephaphroditus, of Corinth and Achaia; Apolles, of Athens ; Dio- 
nyſius, Of France; and Creſcens, of Britain, Thus in thoſe 
early and purer times ſucceeding the Apoſtles, ſo approved was - 
the adminiſtration of the Church affairs by ſuch kind of men 
as they ordained, 

They ratified the decrees of eccleſiaſtical ſupremacies at the 
firſt, by the moſt famous Council of Nice, ſays Baſil. And 
they gloried much that they had received the Apoſtles doctrine, 
by ſucceſſion of Biſhops, in the room of the Apoſtles after their 
deceaſe ; as their goodly monuments, worthy labours and books 
yet extant, do ſufficiently teſtify, viz. Ireneus was biſhop of 
Lyons; Ignatius was biſhop of Antioch ; St. Cyprian, of Carthage ; 
Cyrill, of Feruſalem; Athanaſius, of Alexandria; Baſil, of Ce- 
ſarea, of all Thracia, Ala and Pontus ; St. Chryſaſtome, Hilary, 
c. Auguſtine, of Hippo; St, Ambroſe, All moſt noble inſtru- 
ments for the advancement of God's honor and glory in thoſe 
days. See Bexa's Epiſtle, | 

The manner of conſecrating Biſhops, &c. we find deſcribed 
by St. Paul.—Whom they ſet before the Apoſiler, and when they 
fad * they laid their hands en them. See Acts xiii. 3. 

1 Tim. 
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1 Tim. iv. 14. and 2 Tim. i. 6. See Hooters Ecel. Pol. 
B. v. Field of the Church, &c. B. v. ch. 56. 


ART. XXXVII. Of the Civil Magiſtrates. | 


T HE King's Majeſty hath the chief power in 
this Realm of England, and other the do- 
minions, unto whom the chief goverment of all 
eſtates of this realm, whether they be Eccleſiaſti- 
cal or Civil, in all cauſes doth appertain, and ia 
not, nor ought to be ſubject to any foreign juriſ- 
diction. 

Whereas we attribute to the King's Majeſty the 
chief government, by which title we underſtand 
the minds of ſome ſlanderous folks to be offend- 
ed; We give not to our Prince the miniſtring 
either of God's Word, or the Sacraments, the 
which thing the Injunctions alſo lately fer forth 
by Elizabeth our Queen, do moſt plainly teſtify : 
but that only prerogative which we ſee to have 
been given always to all godly Princes in holy 
Scriptures by God himſelf; that is, that they 
ſhould rule all eſtates and degrees committed to 
their charge by God, whether they be Eccleſia- 
cal or temporal, and reſtrain with the civil ſword 
the ſtubborn and evil-doors. 

The Biſhop of Rome hath no juriſdiction in 
this realm of England. 

The laws of the realm may puniſh Chriſtian 
men with death, for heinous and grievous of- 
ences, 


It 
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It is lawful for Chriſtian men, at the com- 


mandment of the magiſtrate, to wear weapons, 
and ferve in the wars. 


The King's Majeſiy hath the chief Power in this Realm of Eng- 


land, &c.] Since Kings are by their office the keepers of both 


tables, it muſt neceſſarily foſtow, that Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, as 
well as Laymen, are ſubjeQ to their government, for that they 
have power to take cognizance in all caſes, as well thoſe 
which concern piety towards God, as thoſe which relate to 
juſtice towards man. There il no poxwer, faith St, Paul, but of 
God; the powers that be, are ordained f God. Rom. xii. 1, 2. 
alſo St. Peter calleth the King the / preme, or him that had 
chief power. See 1 Pet. ii. 13, We alſo learn from the Old 
Teſtament, that pious Princes among the Jes, were inveſted 
with this authority, as you may ſee Exod, xxxii. 22. Pal, 
Ixxxii. 1. 1 Sam. xxii, 12. 2 Chron, xix. 5.—xxx. i. 

We attribute to the King's Majeſty the chief Government, c.] 
The office of the civil Magiſtrate is to reſtrain, and, if need be, 
to puniſh offenders according to the meaſure of offences, ſome- 
times by force of arms, if ſubjects are turbulent or rebellious, 
and ſometimes by more gentle means. For Kings are Mini/ters 
of God; to take wengeance of him that doth evil. Therefore Princes 
are to be feared, not of them that do well, but of the evil dber, 
ſee Rom. xiii. 3, 4. And it is manifeſt, that whatever power 
the Church of England aſcribeth to her Kings, or Princes, the 
ſame was made uſe of aforetime by the Chriffian e 
Sec Jewels and I hitgiſt's defence, 

That they ſhall rule all efates, c. whether E celefiaflical or 
Temporal) See Rom. xili. 1. 1 Pet, ji. 13. Allo 1 Kings 


ii. 26, 27. 


Biſhop of Rome hath no authority. If the Biſhop of Rome did, 
according to the will and commandment of God, preach the 
Goſpel ; labour in the vineyard; divide the Word of God 
aright : adminiſter the Sacraments, as inſtituted by Chriſt, and 
that faithfully and fincerely, and ſhew by his life and conver- 
ſation the good fruits of a'godly biſhop ; doubtleſs he would 
be worthy of double honor, as 1 Tim. v. 17. Yet, were he 
ever ſo honourable or religious, this would give him no autho- 

rity 


- 
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rity to act out of his own dioceſe, more eſpecially nat within 
this Realm of Erg/and. Much leſs when the Popes of Rome 
have manifeſtly ated quite the reverſe, oppoſing the com- 
mandments of God, and the truths of the Goſpel, by errors, 
ſuperſtitions, moſt horrible and curſed opinions, by which 
fruits and impieties, the Scripture has ſtiled him, The very Anti- 
chriſt, the Man of Sin; the Son of Perdition: and the adverſary 
of God. See 2 Pet. ii. 3. 2 Theſſ. ii. 4, Rev, xvii. 

That the Pope of Rowe was St. Peter's ſucceſſor, is intirely 
falſe, for the Apoſtles were equal in authority; and further it 
is clear that St. Paul was ſtiled the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
and was not afraid to reprove Peter himſelf, Gal. ii. 14. 

The Laws of this Realm may puniſh, c.] “ For God him- 
« ſelf doth arm Princes with the Sword, which is the inſtrument 
of Civil, as well as Military Juſtice ; and in vain would they 
« bear the Sword, if it were not juſt and lawful for them to 
« uſe it on lawful occaſions.? See Rom. xiii. 4. And for 
« this reaſon, that men, might be brought into ſubjection, 
% and good government among themſelves.” Ignatius. 


ART. XXXVIII. Of Chriſtian Men's Goods 


which are not common. 


E HE riches and goods of Chriſtians are not 


common, as touching the right, title, and 
poſſeſſion. of the ſame, as certain Anabaptiſts do 
talſly boaſt, Notwithſtanding, every man ought, 
of ſuch things as he poſſeſſeth, liberally to give 
Alms to the Poor, according to his ability, 


The' goods of Chriſtians are not common.] Thus the very pre- 
cepts about communicating to, and relieving the wants of the 
poor, plainly ſhew, goods that are every man's own property: 
While it remaineth, ſaid Peter to Ananias, was it not thine own ? 
&c. Acts v. 4. Yet every Chriſtian Man joined to the Church of 
Chriſt, is obliged to relieve the poor, out of their own proper 
poſſeſſions, as the Scriptare every where commands; as it alſo 
torbids the unlawful getting, keeping, or laying up riches, 
See 1 Cor, v. 11. Acts xx. 35. 1 Theſſ. iv. 10. Jam. ii. 16. 
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From hence it is plain, that if all things were common, 
then as no one would be rich, neither would any be poor. How 
much better is it for a man, by poſſeſſing a competency, to be 
free from the hardſhips of want, and likewiſe have it in his 
power to relieve the neceſſities of the poor, of whom our Lord 
ſaid, ye have the poor alway with you.” An Equality of circum- 
ſtances would alſo ſtop and contradict many other excellent pre- 
cepts of the goſpel, ſuch as relieving the poor, feeding the hungry, 
and cloathing the naked, &c. See Luke xvi. 9. Deut. xv. 11. 
Prov. v. 15. Matt. v. 42.—xXv, 35. 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 


—  — 


ArT. XXXIX. Of @ Chriſtian Man's Oath, 


S we confeſs that vain and raſh ſwearing 
A is forbidden Chriſtian men by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and James his Apoſtle ; ſo we judge 
that Chriſtian Religion doth not prohibit, but 
that a Man may ſwear when the Magiſtrate re- 
quireth, in a cauſe of Faith and Charity, fo it 
be done according to the Prophet's teaching, in 
Juſtice, Judgment, and Truth. 


Vain and raſh fevearing is forbidden.) And the better te 
avoid vain raſh oaths, and ſwearing, it is good that we keep in 
mind what was ſaid by our bleſſed Lord, and by his Apoſtle 
Fames : 1 ſay unto you, Swear not at all, neither by heaven, 


for it is God's Throne; neither by the Earth, for it is his Footftool ; 


but let your communication be Yea, yea, Nay, nay, for whatſoever 


Zs more than theſe cometh of evil. Matt. v. 34, 37. Jam. v. 12. 


But that a Man may ſwear when a Magiſtrate requireth it.] 
And this is evident, becauſe Chriſt himſelf being abjured upon 


oath before. the High Prieſt's judgment ſeat, refuſed not to do 


it, See Matt, xxvi. 63, 64. See alſo Jer. iv. 2.— ii. 16. 
Deut. vi. 13. But raſh and profane ſwearing is ſtrictly forbid. 
Exod, xx. and it is far better for man to avoid taking any 


oath at all, leſt he forget himſelf, and fin againſt God, T his is 
the advice of Auguſtine. FRO Gee aun Swearing. - 
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From hence it is plain, that if all things were common, 
then as no one would be rich, neither would any be poor. How 
much better is it for a man, by poſſeſſing a competency, to be 
free from the hardſhips of want, and likewiſe have it in his 
power to relieve the neceſſities of the poor, of whom our Lord 


ſaid, © ye have the poor alway with you.” An Equality of circum- 


ſtances would alſo ſtop and contradit many other excellent pre- 
cepts of the goſpel, ſuch as relieving the poor, feeding the hungry, 
and cloathing the naked, &c. See Luke xvi. 9. Deut. xv. 11. 

Prov. v. 15. Matt. v. 42.— Xv. 35. 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 


2 


AR r. XXXIX. Of à Cbriſtian Man's Oath, 


S we confeſs that vain and raſh ſwearing 
A is forbidden Chriſtian men by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and James his Apoſtle ; ſo we judge 
that Chriſtian Religion doth not prohibit, but 
that a Man may ſwear when the Magiſtrate re- 
quireth, in a cauſe of Faith and Charity, ſo it 
be done according to the Prophet's teaching, in 
Juſtice, Judgment, and Truth. 


Vain and raſh ſaucaring is forbidden.) And the better te 


avoid vain raſh oaths, and ſwearing, it is good that we keep in 


mind. what was ſaid by our bleſſed Lord, and by his Apoſtle 
Fames : 1 ſay unto you, Swear not at all, neither by heaven, 


for it is God's Throne; neither by the Earth, for it is his Footftool ; 


but let your communication be Yea, yea, Nay, nay, for whatſoever 


Ii more than the/e cometh of evil. Matt. v. 34, 37. Jam. v. 12. 


But that a Man may ſwear when a Magiſtrate requireth it.] 


And this is evident, becauſe Chriſt himſelf being abjured upon 
oath before the High Prieſt's judgment ſeat, refuſed not to do 
it. See Matt, xxvi. 63, 64. See alſo Jer, iv, 2,—xii. 16. 
Deut. vi. 13. But raſh and profane ſwearing is ſtrictly forbid. 
Exod, xx. and it is far better for man to avoid taking any 
oath at all, leſt he forget himſelf, and fin againſt God, T his is 
the advice of Auguſtine. 20 
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